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Eighteenth-Century Newspaper 
Publishing in Munster and 

South Leinster
By MÁIRE KENNEDY

(Librarian, The Gilbert Library, Dublin)

IN TR O D U  CTIO N  

Very little research has been conducted 

into provincial newspaper publishing in 

eighteenth-century Ireland. M unter’s 
Historj ofthe Irish newspaper has a cut-off 

date of 1760, a period when provincial 
newspaper publishing was becoming 

widespread; his emphasis, accordingly, is 

on the Dublin trade . 1 Madden’s Historj 

of Irish periodical literature devotes two  

chapters to  the identification of pro- 
vincial newspapers and a discussion of 

their ownership and political orienta- 
tion.2 The significance of the pioneering 

provincial newspaper ventures of the 

first decades of the eighteenth century 

lies in the very fact of their existence; in- 
formation on their operation is often 

scanty, and drawn from later sources. A  

general rise in literacy, accompanied by 

an increase in inter-regional trade, and an 

extension of the market for luxury 

goods, facilitated the spread of provincial 
newspapers from mid-century. The cities 

in the M unster/South Leinster region 

had stable newspaper publishing busi- 
nesses from  this period: Limerick from  

1739 and C ork  from  1753, followed by 

Waterford in 1765 and Kilkenny in 1766. 
By the last quarter of the eighteenth cen- 
tury many smaller towns supported a 

newspaper, Clonmel from 1772, Tralee 

from 1774, and Ennis from 1778. W ex-

ford had a newspaper in 1776, but there 
was no lasting enterprise in the town  

until 1787.3
Apart from some early periodical pub- 

lishing in the mid-seventeenth century, 
the earliest regular news-sheets were is- 
sued in Dublin in the late seventeenth 

century .4 Printed and manuscript news- 
papers were imported from England and 

the continent in the late seventeenth and 

early eighteenth centuries and were used 

as copy by the Dublin printers. News 

was mainly concerned with foreign wars 

and reports from foreign courts. Local 
news did not form part of the earliest 
newspapers. A small number of advertise- 
ments began to appear in the newspapers 

in the late seventeenth century, but they 

did not occupy a significant portion of 

the papers until the 1720s.
The most fruitful source of informa- 

tion on provincial newspaper publishing 

is in the newspapers themselves. They  

carry advertisements, announcements, 
apologies, complaints and pleas from the 

printer to his/her readers and potential 
readers. The volume and type of adver- 
tising and the longevity of the paper also 

point to  its success or failure in the 

market. The newspaper proprietor’s net- 
work of subscription and advertising 

agents in the surrounding towns played a 

major part in the success of the venture
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and an identification of their contacts 

and business partnerships greatly adds to 
our knowledge of the book trade in a re- 
gion. The Journals o f the Irish House o f 

Commons provide another rich source, 
as printers, papermakers and others in 

the book trade petitioned Parliament for 

m onetary aid to maintain and expand 

their businesses.
The economics of newspaper publish- 

ing in the Irish country towns in the 

mid-eighteenth century differed in sever- 
al respects from practice in the capital. 
The main difference lay in access to raw 

materials and the extra costs that were 

often involved in transporting them. Ac- 
cess to current news could also be a prob- 
lem for some inland towns, where 

newspaper printers were forced to wait 
for the arrival of the mail and other 

newspapers for fresh news. Seaport 
towns had the advantage in terms of 

news-gathering and importation of 

materials. Distribution of newspapers to 

country areas was a costly undertaking 

for both Dublin and provincial printers. 
T he dispersed nature of Irish provincial 
readership involved substantial delivery 

costs and difficulty in exacting payment 
of debts.

After 1774 the introduction of the first 
Stamp A ct, whereby a tax was placed on 

newspapers, pamphlets and advertise- 
ments, changed the economic equilib- 
rium of many newspaper ventures. The 

basic elements of a newspaper business, 
however, remained the same in town and 

country: provision of one or more print- 
ing presses, skilled labour, and a supply of 

paper; the need to raise revenue from ad- 
vertisements, and to enlist subscribers.

PRO D U CTIO N  

In many Irish country towns the first 
recorded imprint is a newspaper, and the

first printer the producer of that news- 
paper. The initial outlay was relatively 
modest: a second-hand wooden hand- 
press complete with a set of type, a 
journeyman and an apprentice to  operate 

it, a compositor, often the proprietor 

himself, perhaps with the help of his 

wife, and sufficient paper to produce a 

four-page issue. News was gathered from 

the Dublin and London newspapers, and 

from any nearby provincial ones. Several 
ventures were begun in the first half of 

the century which were unable to  last, 
most likely due to inadequate support 
from subscribers and advertisers.

Editors published proposals for print- 
ing the newspaper, giving an outline of its 

contents, its expected usefulness, its fre- 
quency, cost and distribution, and in- 
viting subscribers and advertisers. The 

level of initial interest determined wheth- 
er the project was viable. Advertisements 

were placed in other provincial newspa- 
pers and in the Dublin press. It is also 

likely that fliers or prospectuses were dis- 
tributed by hand or posted up, but such 

ephemeral items have not survived. A 

Dublin newspaper could be sustained by 

metropolitan sales alone, although most 
were also distributed to country readers. 
A provincial newspaper, however, need- 
ed a wide circulation in the surrounding 

counties in order to make up a sufficient 
readership.

In February 1771 Francis Bray of 

Fethard, Co. Tipperary, published pro- 
posals to print a newspaper in Clonmel, 
to be called the Clonmell Journal. It 
would be published twice a week and it 
was aimed at readers in ‘the extensive and 

opulent County of Tipperary’. The paper 

would contain foreign and home news 

and prices from the markets in Dublin, 
Cork, Waterford and Limerick. Subscrip- 
tions were charged at the standard rate of
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8s.8d. in town, lls.4V£d. elsewhere, or ld. 
for a single paper, and were collected by 

agents in Tipperary, Cork, Kilkenny and 

Waterford.5 Response must have been 

slow, as another notice published in 

March acknowledged the support of 

some subscribers, and requested new sub- 
scribers to send in their names.6 There is 

no surviving copy of this paper, and the 

establishment of the Hibernian Gazette, 

printed in Clonmel by Edward Collins in 

1772, indicates that it failed to raise suffi- 
cient support to become viable/ Busteed 

and Knox attempted to set up a rival 
newspaper to the Leinster Journal in 

Kilkenny in 1779. It was to be issued 

twice a week, on Wednesdays and Satur- 
days, and would cost a half guinea in 

town and 14 English shillings in the 

country. They offered a reduced rate for 

advertisements. Nothing must have come 

of the project, however, and the Leinster 

]ournal remained as Kilkenny’s only 

newspaper until the publication of the 

Kilkenny Chronicle in 1812.8
The printing business was very much a 

family affair; dynasties of printing fami- 
lies were common, such as the Griersons, 
King’s printers in Dublin. Marriage al- 
liances were frequent between those in 

the book trade. Wives and daughters 

must have taken an active role in the busi- 
nesses as they were in a position to take 

over on the death of fathers, brothers and 

husbands. Often the business was kept in 

tmst by a widow until her son came of 

age, or until she remarried, but there are 

numerous instances of printing and book- 
selling enterprises flourishing under the 

direction of a wom an .9 Catharine Finn 

successfully ran the printing and book- 
selling business in High Street, Kilkenny, 
after her husband, Edmund Finn, died on 

7 April 1777, leaving her with seven small 
children. 10 She continued to publish the

Leinster Journal until 1799-1800 when her 

son, Michael’s, name appears on the im- 
print. In that time she extended its circu- 
lation, through the Post Office, to  all 
parts of Ireland and to England.

Little is known of those who worked 

for the provincial printers; notices adver- 
tising for apprentices or journeymen 

yield no follow-up information. F o r ex- 
ample, in 1792 Nicholas Byrne, near the 

Quay in Waterford, proprietor of the 

Waterford Herald, advertised for a jour- 
neyman printer, who was capable of 

working ‘at press and case’, who under- 
stood the business, and was sober and 

attentive. He was offered constant em- 
ployment and a good salary.n News- 
paper printers frequently advertised for 

apprentices; Edmund Finn’s advertise- 
ment for an apprentice to the printing 

and bookselling business in 1767 specified 

‘a lad of reputable Parents, with a tolera- 
ble share of education’ . 12 In 1770 William 

Flyn, proprietor of the Hibernian Chron- 

icle, at the sign of the Shakespeare in 

Cork, advertising for an apprentice to  the 

printing business gave no indication of 

what type of person was required. 13 In 

1788 Christopher Taylor, printer of the 

Wexford Herald advertised for ‘a smart 
lad, who had a tolerable Education ’ . 14 

Foster Parsons, proprietor of the Ennis 

Chronicle, had room  for one apprentice 

in 1791, ‘a smart lad on reasonable 

terms’ . 15

O ur knowledge of employees is often 

derived from notices of their desertion 

from the master printer. In 1769 Daniel 
Casey, aged 15, apprentice to Edmund 

Finn, ‘eloped from service’ with four 

years of his apprenticeship to serve. 
Michael Sullivan, apprentice to William  

Flyn in Cork, ‘eloped’ several times in 

1772, stealing some of Flyn ’s stock of 

books and offering them for sale. In his
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notice printed in the Hibernian Chronicle 

Flyn warned masters of ships that Sulli- 
van might ‘change his name and indent 
for Am erica ’ . 16

Provincial printers often started their 

businesses by acquiring a second-hand 

printing press, which could be purchased 

easily and relatively cheaply. Once ac- 
quired, a press tended to have a long and 

fairly trouble-free life; its wooden parts 

could be easily repaired locally. Prosper- 
ous Dublin printers renewing their press- 
es would dispose of older models, while 

printers retiring from business or whose 

business had failed would sell the press 

and type fonts to realize capital. A  good 

second-hand press and chases could be got 
for about 12 guineas in the 1780s.17

Type was one of the most expensive re- 
quirements for a newspaper publisher, 
and one that had to  be replenished fairly 

frequently if printing standards were to  

be kept up. First-time provincial printers 

often started with used and worn type, 
and upgraded their stock as the venture 

became successful. It is estimated that 
type accounted for about two-thirds of 

the cost of the printing-house plant. 18 

W hen George Wilson produced his 

Historical Remarks o f the City o f Water- 

ford  about 1736 he pleaded indulgence for 

‘the Antiquity of [his] Types’ and ap- 
pealed to potential purchasers to ‘encour- 
age the Sale of what is Printed, I shall by 

that means speedily have a new font of 

Letters to do Business to the satisfaction 

of those that Employs [. . .] George Wil- 
son ’ . 19 John Veacock began business in 

W aterford in 1791, having purchased the 

printing equipment of Matthew Power 

who was forced to sell to meet his debts. 
The equipment included a large printing 

press, complete with printing furniture, a 

range of type fonts including Long 

Primer with Italic, Small Pica, Pica with

Italic, English with Italic Great Primer, 
Double Pica, two-line Great Primer, 
four-line Pica etc. and ‘upwards of 100 

well executed cuts, for Songs & c . ’ .20

In the late seventeenth and early eight- 
eenth centuries type was usually im- 
ported from Holland or England. From  

the first decade of the eighteenth century 

type began to be cast in Ireland by dedi- 
cated typefounders.21 A  mixture of Irish 

and imported type fonts was used by 
many printers. In making up a set of 

type fonts for a newspaper in 1786 

Stephen Parker, typefounder in Dublin, 
supplied Long Primer, Rom an and Ital- 
ic, and Brevier, Rom an, as the main 

fonts, with lesser amounts of Pica, Ro- 
man and Italic, Script, and two-line 
Primer, Brevier and Pica. Four hundred 

pounds of Long Primer, Rom an and Ital- 
ic, cost £30, the whole set of letters com- 
ing to  nearly £60, substantially more 

than the cost of the press.22 An advertise- 
ment placed in the Waterford Herald  in 

1791 offered for sale a ‘font of second- 
hand Long Primer, sufficient for a News- 
paper (has been used for that purpose) 
and a font of Double Pica ’ .23

Proprietors often drew their sub- 
scribers’ attention to  the fact that they- 
had invested in new fonts of type. 
William Flyn, bookseller, printer and 

proprietor of the Hibernian Chronicle in 

Cork, issued an apology to  his sub- 
scribers in May 1770 for the poor quality 

of one issue of the Hibernian Chronicle 

due to dust getting mixed in with the 

printing ink. He assured his readers that 
in future the newspaper would be print- 
ed to their entire satisfaction as he had ‘at 
a great expense purchased a complete col- 
lection of quite new types, which shall 
appear in his paper before the 2 0 th of the 

m onth ’ .24 Foster Parsons, printer of the 

Ennis Chronicle, informed his subscribers

This content downloaded from www.corkhist.ie

All use subject to CHAS Terms and Conditions

Digital content (c) CHAS 2017



Eighteenth-Centurj Newspaper Publishing in Munster and South Leinster 71

in 1791 that he had ‘at considerable ex- 
pense enlarged the circulation of his cor- 
respondence, and purchased an elegant 
fount of N ew  Types, the arrival of 
which he hourly expects’ .25 In 1792 An- 
thony Edwards, bookseller, stationer, 
printer and proprietor of the Cork Couri- 

er informed the public that he had ‘lately 

made a large Addition to  his Printing 

type’ which would enable him to execute 

all kinds of printing w ork .26 H e claimed 

that his type came from the best foundry 

in Europe .27

Constant supplies of paper were neces- 
sary if business was to expand. In Dublin 

paper was imported directly from  

abroad, mainly from  France, Holland 

and Britain .28 Several paper mills were 

situated in the suburbs, especially at 
Rathfarnham, Templeogue, Tallaght, 
Rilternan, Chapelizod, Donnybrook, 
Newbridge and Celbridge, C o. Kildare. 
Imports of printing and writing paper 

rose steadily from  the last quarter of the 

seventeenth century until the 1760s. 
From the 1770s imports of printing 

paper dropped, indicating that the Irish 

papermaking industry was beginning to  

have an impact on this aspect of the 

trade; writing paper, however, continued 

to be imported in substantial quantities.29 

The provincial newspaper printer also 

imported paper from abroad especially if 

the printing office was in one of the ma- 
jor ports, Cork, W aterford or Limerick. 
Evidence from  the shipping notices in 

the newspapers reveals importation of 

paper and books by several booksellers, 
and of writing and parcel paper by gen- 
eral merchants through the ports of 

Cork and Waterford.
Writing and printing paper was pur- 

chased from  Dublin paper wholesalers; 
local advertisements for the merchandise 

of importers such as William Whitestone,

at the paper and stationery warehouse, 
the Shakespeare’s Head, 33 Skinner Row, 
Dublin, were carried in the Munster 

newspapers from the late 1760s, when the 

paper warehouse was newly opened.30 

Transportation costs for paper from  

Dublin would have been an added extra 

for printers in the country towns. Paper 

in bulk was carried in carts or truckles, or 

on horseback; transportation by sea be- 
tween Irish ports is also likely, but evi- 
dence is not yet forthcoming.

In the first half of the century paper 

manufacture in M unster was insignifi- 
cant. In 1746 Charles Smith suggested 

that papermaking, among other arts, 
could be established in W aterford, and 

in 1750 he stated that ‘we make so very  

little [paper], and that so very indiffer- 
ent’ .31 Local paper mills began to  con- 
tribute significantly to  the supply of 

newspaper printing paper from  mid-cen- 
tury. Joseph Sexton, a Limerick mer- 
chant, spent £ 2 , 0 0 0  constructing two  

paper mills outside the city in 1747 and 

1749. He petitioned the Irish Parliament 
for ‘encouragement’ in 1751, 1753 and 

1755, and received grants of £ 2 0 0  in 

1751, £500 in 1753, and a promise of 

‘further encouragement’ in 1755-56.32 
H e claimed to be the only manufacturer 

of writing paper in M unster at this 

period .33 Sexton’s mills produced about 
30,000 reams annually and he supplied 

the local newspapers with printing pa- 
per .34 Sexton also had a wholesale outlet 
in Cork, where Robert King sold paper 

on his account ‘next the N ew  Inn on 

H am m ond’s M arsh’. King sold Post, 
Propatria and other writing paper, print- 
ing, lapping, candle and whited brown 

paper, and brown paper ‘sold as cheap as 

at the mill’ . 35

Competition emerged in 1763 when 

Phineas and George Bagnell, booksellers
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and proprietors of the Cork Evening Post 

in Castle Street, Cork, set up their own 

paper mill at Ballyrosheen, later River- 
stown, near Low er Glanmire. It was con- 
structed between 1762 and 1763 at a cost 
of £1,148 .36 In a petition put before the 

Irish Parliament in November 1763 they 

sought assistance to  improve the manu- 
facture of paper at their mill. The parlia- 
mentary committee reported that in the 

first year of operation the importation of 

foreign paper through the port of Cork  

decreased by one-third as a result of their 

industry, and that if given parliamentary 

assistance they would be able to provide 

‘a Q uantity of Paper more than suffi- 
cient to  supply the demand of the said 

C ity ’. The committee resolved that ‘the 

Petitioners need and deserve the aid of 

Parliament’, but there is no indication of 

a grant made to them .37 The Bagnells 

continued to advertise imported paper in 

1763, but they offered paper of their own 

manufacture for sale by wholesale and re- 
tail at their shop in Castle Street, and 

stated that they sold it at the lowest 
prices to  prevent the importation of for- 
eign paper. Paper could also be pur- 
chased wholesale directly from the 

mill.38 The Bagnells began to use paper 

from their own mill for the printing of 

the Cork Evening Post in July 1763.39 In 

1771 James and John Knight of Cork  

went into partnership with Phineas Bag- 
nell in the publication of the Cork 

Evening Post, and by 1781 they adver- 
tised paper manufactured at their own 

mill at Glintown, Ballinglanna, near Bal- 
lyrosheen .40

From  the 1760s onwards sufficient 
printing paper must have been manufac- 
tured to supply the Munster region, even 

though foreign paper continued to be im- 
ported. A  paper mill is referred to at Gur- 
teens, Co. Kilkenny, on the river Suir

near Waterford city, in the sale of the es- 
tate of Henry Snow Esq. in 1768; the pa- 
per mill and land were held by William  

McDonnel, at £25 per annum. It was stat- 
ed that a ‘paper w ork’ and corn mills 

were on the premises.41 In 1769 Caleb 

Beale and Samuel Neale erected a new pa- 
per mill within the liberties of the city of 

Cork and they sought parliamentary en- 
couragement for the enterprise.42 From  

the 1770s the Phair family had papermak- 
ing businesses in Cork and W aterford 

which continued into the nineteenth cen- 
tury when Pigot’s Directory lists Francis 

and William Phair at N orth Main Street, 
Cork, and Francis Phair &  Co. at Little 

John Street and at King Street, Water- 
ford .43 In 1774, on the eve of the first 
Stamp A ct, Edmund Finn of Kilkenny 

stated that the paper for F in n ’s Leinster 

Journal was manufactured in C ork and 

transported to Kilkenny.44 William Flyn 

continued to import paper and in 1773 he 

received Post, Propatria, Demi, Royal 
and Imperial papers made by the ‘noted 

Sterlings of Rotterdam . ’45 Christopher 

Taylor, printer of the Wexford Herald, of- 
fered Irish as well as English and Dutch 

paper for sale at his shop in Main Street, 
Wexford, in 1788.46

C O N T E N T  

The need for information and news in- 
spired the earliest newspapers; the latest 
and most reliable reports were sought in 

order to attract and maintain the reader- 
ship. News was gathered from other 

newspapers, from incoming packets, 
from personal correspondence, and any 

other available source. Taking copy from 

other papers was accepted practice; in 

fact to quote from a Dublin or London 
title was to lend authenticity to the re- 
port. The earliest Dublin newspapers 

consisted of a single folio sheet printed
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on both sides, issued twice a week and 

given over mainly to  international news. 
A supplement or postscript was pub- 
lished if a packet arrived between issues. 
Dublin newspapers of the early century 

left a blank half sheet for ‘those Gentle- 
men and others who write to their 

friends in the country about Business’, as 

it was cheaper to  post a single sheet to  

the country towns. In this manner news- 
paper and letter could be combined in 

one at the cheapest letter rate .47

International news was abstracted from  

a variety of continental news-sheets, 
Gazettes from Paris, Amsterdam, Har- 
lem, Antwerp, Rotterdam and Leyden, 
Lettres d la main from Paris and The 

Hague, and a range of printed and manu- 
script gazettes from London .48 In the ear- 
ly decades of the eighteenth century there 

was a close connection between printing 

office and coffee-house; many Dublin 

printers had their premises next door to, 
or in the same building as, a coffee-house. 
The foreign newspapers used by the 

printer as copy were made available to 

the coffee-house clientele. In Dublin and 

the other cities and towns they were the 
gathering places for those in search of the 

latest news, from gossip to international 
correspondence. Throughout the eight- 
eenth century they prided themselves on 

the number and variety of newspapers 

which they received. Black has noted the 

importance of the French language press 

in the provision of foreign news for the 

English press, especially the French-lan- 
guage Dutch papers. He points to the in- 
cidence of newspapers established or 

written by Huguenots living in London, 
such as Abel Boyer and J . de Fonvive .49 

These French-speaking proprietors had 

the advantage of being capable of doing 

quick translations from foreign newspa- 
pers. It is not clear if the Gazettes avail-

able in Dublin were in French, or in Eng- 
lish translation, but it is likely that some, 
at least, were in French.

Official bodies ensured that they had 
access to the newspapers, which acted as 

much needed information sources. In 

the late seventeenth and early eighteenth 

centuries official newspapers were im- 
ported from London for the use of ad- 
ministrative bodies and when they had 

finished, the papers were passed on to  

the burgesses and coffee-house clientele. 
The official papers included the London 

Gazette, a twice-weekly paper which was 

the most widely circulated official publi- 
cation, the News-Letter and Votes of par- 
liament, which appeared daily during 

the parliamentary session and provided 

an outline of parliamentary proceedings. 
An extant ledger showing the distribu- 
tion of newspapers by one London sup- 
plier, Charles Delafaye, covering the 

period 1710 to 1714, shows that he also 

supplied Irish readers. Thirty-tw o Irish 

readers are listed, the m ajority in the 

Dublin area, but some from  in and 

around Cork, including the M ayor. 
John Tyrrel of the Dublin Post Office 

received about 1 2 0  papers a week during 

the parliamentary session of 1710 for six 

customers, and this increased the follow- 
ing year .50

The Irish parliament inserted procla- 
mations and advertisements in the Dub- 
lin and provincial newspapers, this 

amount of government expenditure 

allowing many newspapers to  survive 

difficult times, but at the price of sup- 
porting government in its columns. The 

official government newspaper, the 

Duhlin Gazette, announced appoint- 
ments to public offices, published procla- 
mations, promulgated new legislation 

and listed bankruptcies; it reached a nar- 
row readership and popular newspapers
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were used to reach a wider public.51

Corporations of towns and cities 

throughout the country subscribed to a 

range of newspapers, and used the local, 
and occasionally the Dublin, press to  

publish their own notices. In 1704 the 

Com m on Council of D erry ordered £5  

to  be paid to  M r Alex Coningham ‘for ye 

publick benefit and satisfaction of ye 

C ity’, to receive one year’s supply of the 

London Gazette, Postman and News-Let- 

ter ‘to be kept at his house, to be seen and 

us’d by all members gratis’ .52 In 1688 the 

Corporation of Kinsale resolved to sub- 
scribe to the News-Letter and Gazette if 

the total cost was no more than £3 per an- 
num, otherwise the News-Letter was to be 

got at 30s. W hen the ‘Soveraign’ had read 

the newspapers they would be made 

available in the Jury Room  ‘for the 

burgesses to view ’ .53

In 1694 the Corporation of Youghal 
paid 40s per annum to M r Reed, inn- 
keeper, to keep the ‘Public News’ at his 

inn. Reed stated that he ‘formerly kept 
the Public News to encourage trade to his 

house, discovering the charge to be more 

than the advantages, has declared he will 
discontinue unless the Corporation con- 
tribute toward the cost’. The following 

year it was decided that the M ayor of 

Youghal would ‘procure the Public News 

to  be every Post sent to this Tow n ’ .54 

W ith the proliferation of newspaper titles 

in the last quarter of the century the Cor- 
poration of Youghal decided in 1786: 
‘that in future the Corporation are not to  

be furnished with more than one two-day 

English and one two-day Irish news-
> SSpaper .

C ork Corporation was in regular re- 
ceipt of London and Irish newspapers. In 

1704 the Lord M ayor paid £4.19s.0d. to  

M r De-laffa for the ‘Public New s’, and in 

January 1713/14 M r Charles Delafay was

paid £36 for six years newspapers, with 

the proviso that ‘he desist sending any 

m ore’56. This was clearly the same 

Charles Delafaye who supplied the pa- 
pers from London. In 1715 the M ayor 

sent for ‘the News from  London at the 

cheapest rate he could agree for’ and by 

1716/17 the Corporation expended 6  

guineas for ‘the English news, four pa- 
pers and the votes of Parliament’ .57 Eng- 
lish and Irish newspapers and Votes of 

both English and Irish parliaments were 

supplied to the Council by Walter 

Pallisser in the 1740s and 1750s and by 

Edmond Browning in the 1760s and 

1770s.58 In 1776 William Maturin, clerk 

of the Munster Road at the General Post 
Office, began to supply Irish and English 

newspapers.59 Local booksellers supplied 

the Cork newspapers to  the Council. 
Cork Corporation’s own resolutions and 

advertisements were printed in the local 
newspapers, first in the Cork Intelligence 

and later in Bagnell’s Cork Evening Post, 

Flyn’s Hibernian Chronicle, Knight’s 
New Cork Evening Post and the Cork 

Gazette.
By the middle of the eighteenth cent- 

ury, when the provincial press began to 

develop, the format of the paper had be- 
come established. Foreign news, particu- 
larly in times of war or political 
upheaval, was the main feature; accounts 
from  London, especially parliamentary 

reports and society gossip, formed an- 
other important section. News from 

Dublin included ‘parliamentary intelli- 
gence’, society news, births, marriages, 
deaths, bankruptcies, appointments and 

promotions. C ountry news was made 

up of short reports from various towns 
around the country, often concentrating 

on the assizes, reports of crime and acci- 
dents. Items that featured in many news- 
papers included market prices, the assize
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of bread, shipping news and accounts of 

exports and imports. Occasional sections 

contained reports of race meetings, 
theatrical reviews, anecdotes of famous 

people, prose extracts from  celebrated 

contemporary works, and poetry, either 

by amateurs or well-known poets. Arti- 

cles from correspondents on topics of 

their choice were often included; they al- 
ways used a pseudonym, usually in the 

form ‘A  Freem an’, ‘Hibernicus’, etc. 
and they frequently used this space to  is- 
sue tirades against new legislation, the 

excesses of government and so on. Ad- 
vertisements took up considerable space 
in most newspapers.

Provincial newspapers adopted this for- 
mat, providing news from abroad, from  

Dublin, from  around the country and 

from the local area. Market prices, ship- 
ping and port news, exports and imports 

were given for the local area rather than 

for Dublin; articles and poems were by 

local contributors. Advertising was gen- 
erally confined to the area of circulation 

of the paper, although some Dublin busi- 
nesses also considered it w orth their 

while to insert advertisements in regional 
newspapers.

The collection of news was the main 

function of the newspaper, and all other 

items gave way to an interesting or start- 
ling news feature. O n publication days 

when no packets had arrived, less news- 
worthy items were inserted to fill the 

space. W hen the Waterford Herald was 

launched in 1791 the editor drew readers’ 
attention to the fact that 6  packets arrived 

in Waterford weekly, thus supplying the 

paper with fresh news regularly. 60 The 

packets brought merchants’ correspon- 
dence, official and private mail and news- 
papers. In August 1793 it took 63 hours 

for the mail to be transported from the 

General Post Office in London to Water-

ford on the Carteret packet.61 Adverse 

weather conditions could greatly extend 

the duration of the passage, and strong 

winds often forced the ships to return to  
port in England. A  report in the Water- 

ford  Herald in February 1793 informed 

readers that: ‘the prevalence of contrary  

winds, for several days past, had prevent- 
ed any of the packets from Milford arriv- 
ing since Friday morning last. -  Mails due 

-  Holyhead, one -  Milford, five’ . 62 The 

mail had high priority and prompt deliv- 
ery was assured when conditions permit- 
ted. A notice entitled ‘His Majesty’s 
Packets from W aterford to Milford’ 
stated this clearly:

Passengers going to Milford are requested to 

take notice, that from recent Regulations in 

the conveyance of the Mail to the Packets, 
they will be enabled to sail from Bolton every 

day, except Thursday, from one to two in the 

afternoons, unless prevented by the weather, 
and those who are not on board with o r be- 
fore the Mail, will lose their Passage most 

certainly.63

London newspapers arriving on the 

packets were abstracted as soon as they 

arrived. O n one occasion the readers of 

the New Cork Evening Post were in- 
formed:‘By the Packets arrived this day 

the London Gazette of Saturday last re- 
ceived at the Tontine Coffee House, and 

as no duplicates of it has been received in 

town, we are enabled only to give the fol- 
lowing particulars, which contain the 

substance of its contents’64.
Major world events, such as the war of 

the Austrian Succession (1741-8), the sev- 
en years war (1756-63), and particularly 

the French revolution and revolutionary 
wars, gave rise to intense reporting. 
These reports were sometimes accompa- 
nied by maps, showing fortifications and 

defence plans for towns, or battle
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formations of rival forces at sea. The 

American war of independence was 

widely reported in the provincial news- 
papers. Letters arriving on ships, both 

private and public, which covered events 

in America, were reproduced in full. 
News from Cork came to the fore in the 

winter of 1796-7 when the French fleet 
appeared in Bantry Bay. The main drama 

unfolded between Friday 23 December 

1796 and Wednesday 4 January 1797. Of- 
ficial dispatches and private letters were 

reproduced in the local and Dublin 

newspapers. Expresses from Cork, Kin- 
sale, Cobh, Limerick and W aterford  

were seized on by the Dublin newspa- 
pers in an attempt to  get the most up-to- 
date information.

Literary subject m atter began to take 

its place in the Dublin newspapers after 

the 1720s, as noted by M unter .65 This 

strand can also be seen in the provincial 
press. In the second year of its publica- 
tion Edmund Finn decided to  expand 

the literary content of the Leinster 

Journal. H e invited his readers to submit 
articles and poetry:

for the utility and amusement of the Public 

he intends to enlarge the size of this paper, 
thereby to make room  for such entertaining 

pieces as the Learned and Ingenuous shall, 
from time to time, think proper to furnish 

him withf . . . ] That part of the paper called 

Poet’s C orner (which for want of room  has 

some time past been omitted) will now be re- 
vived, and kept open to such moral and inge- 
nious pieces as shall be clear of party  

invectives; and those correspondents who 

heretofore furnished this literary table with 

original delicacies, are hereby invited, with 

all the hospitality the Leinster Journal is 

capable of, to renew their correspondence, 
and ingenious lucubrations.66

In 1772 William Flyn offered the pages 

of the H ibernian Chronicle as ‘a ren-

dezvous for volunteer authors of both 

sexes’, a first, he claimed, for a C ork  
newspaper.67

Occasionally literary pieces in prose or 

poetry were inserted to tie in with the 

publication of a book, or the per- 
formance of a play. In 1792 D r James 

Saint-John’s Memoirs were published by 

subscription; in the same year poems and 

extracts from his works appeared in the 

Waterford Herald.68 Also at this time his 

Antiquities o f Waterford: The Historical 

Entertainment o f the Stage o f Waterford 

was published by subscription and was 

running at the theatre in W aterford . 69

FIN A N C E

A newspaper was chiefly sustained in 

two ways, by attracting numerous sub- 
scribers and by revenue from  advertise- 
ments. The more successful provincial 
newspapers had a wide circulation in 

neighbouring counties, with advertisers 

assured of a substantial readership. Be- 
fore the 1774 Stamp A ct it cost one 

British shilling (or ls .ld . Irish) for the 

first insertion of an advertisement of not 
more than 8  lines, and 6 d. for each con- 
tinuation in F in n ’s Leinster Journal/ °  

The advertiser was entitled to a better 

rate for advertisements inserted for a 

quarter or a year. These rates were mod- 
ified slightly from time to time, costing 

3d. per line for a first insertion and ld. 
per line thereafter, or a special rate of 2 d. 
and ld. per line for advertisements ex- 
ceeding 8  lines. 71 Advertisements had to 

be paid in advance ‘for ready money  

only’. 72

Advertisements were usually inserted 

by prosperous businesses, especially those 
dealing in luxury commodities: wine and 

spirits, drapery and millinery, books and 

periodicals, patent medicines, garden 
plants and seeds, teas and other luxury 

foods. Notices of auctions, sale or letting
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of lands, stallions, election notices, theatre 

performances, government announce- 
ments, schools, and individuals offering 
services, together with the luxury trade, 
made up the bulk of advertisements. The 

printer of the paper was often the contact 
for individuals and services; in 1768 Ed- 
mund Finn of Kilkenny was forced to is- 
sue a directive: ‘those referring to the 

Printer for particulars of advertisements 

must send letters post paid’ .73 Prominent 
among the advertisements were those of 

the printer of the newspaper, offering a 

wide range of goods and services. This 

free, or almost free, advertising was one of 

the main advantages of publishing a news- 
paper.

The Stamp A ct of 1774 and following 

Acts placed an enormous burden on ad- 
vertising; Vi d. duty was placed on every 

single-sheet newspaper and pamphlet, 
2 d. was charged on every advertisement; 
this was raised to 6 d. in 1780.74 The cost 
to  advertisers in F in n ’s Leinster Journal 

was raised to  a British half-crown 

(2s.8/6d. Irish) for the first insertion of 

an advertisement of 8  lines or less, and 

8 d. for later insertions; advertisements 

exceeding 8  lines were charged 3d. per 

line for a first insertion and ld. per line 

for later ones. 75 Under the A ct the print- 
er was obliged to  account to the Stamp 

Commissioners every 40 days ‘under 

penalty of paying treble D uty ’ . 76 The fi- 
nancial strain imposed by this proviso, 
in addition to the loss of revenue as ad- 
vertisers fell away, proved the ruin of 

m any newspapers. In Dublin newspa- 
pers came to rely on government adver- 
tising as the duty on advertisements rose 

with successive Acts, and discouraged 

advertising by businesses and individu- 
als. This reliance on government adver- 
tising brought a newspaper’s political 
views into line with official expecta-

tions. Pollard has noted that of 10 

Dublin newspapers in operation in the 
1780s, by the late 1790s three were sup- 
porters of government, tw o were neu- 
tral, and there was none in opposition. 
The rest had ceased publication . 77

In spite of this rising cost provincial 
newspaper publishing continued to 

flourish. O f the 14 enterprises begun in 
C ork between 1753 and 1799, 8  lasted 

five years or more and four of these last- 
ed over 20 years; the Cork Chronicle had 

the longest run, 89 years, from 1765 to 

1854. In each of the major towns in 

Munster and South Leinster at least one 

newspaper had a substantial run; the 

Limerick Chronicle, founded in 1766, is 

still issued; Finn's Leinster Journal, the 

Kerry Evening Post and the Clare Journal 

lasted into the twentieth century; the 

Waterford Chronicle, Wexford Herald, 

Ennis Chronicle and Chute’s Western Her- 

ald continued to the middle of the nine- 
teenth century .78

The number of potential subscribers 

depended on the literate population of a 

region. The cost of a regular subscription 

at 6 s.6 d. to 8 s.8 d. per annum in town, 
and Vi guinea per annum in the country  

further reduced the pool of subscribers. 
Estimates of literacy figures for the eigh- 
teenth century are unreliable due to  the 

lack of statistical data in contem porary  

sources. In Ireland the spread of literacy 

was connected to the struggle for cultur- 
al dominance between the Gaelic and 

English intellectual systems. In the eigh- 
teenth century literacy in the official lan- 
guage, English, was necessary for those 

who aspired to careers in the professions, 
the army, trade or commerce. The report 
of the census of 1841 gives a figure of 

52% of the population who could read 

English.79 This figure shows the effects of 

increased access to education among the
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lower middle classes in the last quarter of 

the eighteenth century, and may already 

reflect the increase brought about by the 

provision of national education in 1831. 
Literacy figures for the whole population 

in the second half of the eighteenth cen- 
tury were well under this percentage, but 
those in a position to  subscribe to a 

newspaper would have been among the 

highly literate. Newspapers were read 

aloud informally, and sometimes formal- 
ly, to groups of listeners; thus the con- 
tent of the newspaper became available 

to the less literate. The sharing of news- 
papers must also have occurred on a sub- 
stantial scale.

It is difficult to quantify the readership 

for any particular newspaper title. When 

the copyright for the Belfast Newsletter 

was for sale in December 1794, two print 
mns for that year were published: for 3 

January 1794, 2,975 copies and 4 July  

1794, 3,225 copies. The readership was 

calculated as follows:

Calculating as others have done, that each 

Paper is read by six Persons, the Num ber 

Printed in one D ay, 4th July last, being 

Three Thousand Tw o Hundred and Tw enty  

Five, may have been purchased by Nineteen  

Thousand Three Hundred individuals, in the 

most populous and opulent portion of the 

kingdom.80

These figures cannot be taken as repre- 
sentative for other regions and other 

time periods. W hen extending the circu- 
lation of F in n ’s Leinster Journal to Water- 
ford in 1767 Edmund Finn was prepared 

to employ a courier to  deliver the news- 
paper on the day of publication as soon 

as 60 subscribers were received; for a less- 
er number of subscribers it would be de- 
livered the following day . 81 By January  

1768 this condition must have been ful- 
filled and a regular messenger was em-

ployed to deliver the Journal to the city  

and county of Waterford on Wednesdays 

and Saturdays, the days of publication .82

Subscribers had to be attracted before 
a new title was launched. A  commit- 

ment to support the newspaper did not 

involve paying in advance for the publi- 
cation, a policy which caused problems 

for all newspaper suppliers as time went 
on. Subscribers were expected to pay 

their debts quarterly, half-yearly, or 

yearly; in practice subscriptions were of- 
ten several years in arrears. Subscription 

rates for the provincial newspapers re- 
mained fairly constant in the second half 

of the century. The lowest rate was six 

British shillings (6 s.6 d. Irish) to  tow n  

subscribers and Vi guinea to  country  

subscribers charged for two issues per 

week of the H ibernian Chronicle; for 

this sum William Flyn gave gratis a title 

and index at the end of the year . 83 The 

more regular rate was eight British 

shillings (8 s.8 d. Irish) in town and Vi 

guinea in the country, rising to 1 2  

British shillings in town and 3 British 

crowns in the country after the Stamp 

A ct, for twice-weekly newspapers.
Dublin newspapers for country readers 

were circulated through the Post Office 

and Dublin newspaper proprietors re- 
quested intending subscribers to apply to  

the clerks of the four roads: the N orth  

(Ulster), South (Munster), East (Leinster), 
and West (Connaught) roads.84 O n the 

death of Edward Martin, secretary to the 

postmaster general at the General Post 
Office, Dublin, in 1767, his daughter and 

executrix, Mrs Sarah Martin, was forced 

to appeal for payment from ‘all such No- 

blemen, Gentlemen and Ladies, as were 
indebted to said Edward Martin for news- 
papers supplied by him, that they will or- 
der the amount of their several accounts 

to be paid to her’ .85
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Similarly in 1793 H enry Harrison, the 

clerk of the Connaught Road, issued 
complaints in the Connaught Journal-. 

‘finding it Exceedingly Inconvenient to  

collect his News Paper M oney in the 

Country, has determined him (from the 

very great Losses he has sustained) not to  

send a News Paper to  any one, unless 

Paid for in Advance, which will be a sav- 
ing of 6 s.6 d. per Ann. to the subscriber: 
-  the price being only £1.16s.0d. in place 

of £2.2s.6d . ’86 An advertisement inserted 

in the press by Alexander Boswell, who 

had recently taken over responsibility 

for the Ulster Road in 1791, advised gen- 
tlemen that he would supply them with 

the Dublin newspapers, reviews and 

magazines. Charges for the Dublin 

newspapers three times a week were on 

a sliding scale: £ 2 .2 s.6 d. per annum on 

credit and paid for in the country, 
£2.0s.0d. on credit and paid in Dublin, 
£1.18s.0d. paid in advance in the country  

and £1.16s.0d. paid in advance in 

Dublin. H e also supplied the Monthlj 

Review  (£1.8s.0d.), W alker’s Hibernian  

Magazine (16s.3d.), Exshaw ’s London 

Magazine (lOs.lOd.) and Byrne’s Univer- 

sal Repositorj (16s.3d.)87.
Provincial printers issued constant re- 

minders to their subscribers to discharge 

their debts. They were requested to pay 

the printer’s agents who would furnish 

them with receipts.88 Regular events that 
brought country gentlemen to town were 

particularly targeted as payment opportu- 
nities: the assizes, race meetings, and pub- 
lic meetings of the General Election. The 

assizes were chosen by most provincial 
newspaper printers as the best time to 

collect debts. Held regularly in Spring 

and Summer in the county towns and as- 
sured of a good attendance by neighbour- 
ing gentlemen, payment at these times 

kept accounts from falling into arrears. In

addition to their legal function as courts 

administering civil and criminal justice, 
the assizes fulfilled a social function in 

provincial Ireland. Assemblies and balls 

were held at these times, curiosities were 

shown, business was transacted and polit- 
ical causes were furthered . 89 When 

William Bingley came to  Ireland in 1773 

to seek subscriptions for the London- 
printed Independent Chronicle and Weekly 

Journal he chose to  attend the assizes at 
Cork, Kilkenny and Clonmel for this 

purpose. O n his return to  London sub- 
scriptions and advertisements for his two 

publications were taken by his Irish 

agents, Edmund Finn in Kilkenny and 

M r Shaw, postmaster at Clonmel.90

William Flyn encouraged customers to 

settle their accounts at the assizes in 

C ork .91 Edmund Finn or his clerk at- 
tended the assizes in Kilkenny and neigh- 
bouring counties to collect debts. In 1772 

Finn’s representative could be contacted 

at N ixon’s coffee-house during the 

Waterford assizes, while he attended the 

Clonmel assizes in person .92 In 1773 they 

attended the assizes of Kilkenny, Carlow, 
Athy, Maryborough and W exford for 

this purpose.93 In 1774 Finn could be con- 
tacted at the Post Office in Clonmel, the 

Printing Office, or at M r James W hite’s 
during the Clonmel assizes; he or his 

clerk would then attend the assizes of 

Maryborough and Carlow . 94

Foster Parsons entreated those who 

were indebted to him for over tw o years 

for the Ennis Chronicle to settle their ac- 
counts at the assizes. 95 The proprietor of 

the Cork Gazette also hoped that gentle- 
men would pay their subscriptions at 
the assizes.96 After the first year of pub- 
lication subscribers to  the Waterford 

Herald  were requested to pay a half year 

in advance; agents in W aterford, Cork, 
Kerry, Tipperary and Lim erick were
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authorized to accept payments .97 H ow- 

ever, subscriptions were also collected 

privately; in the winter of 1792-3 M r 

Heron made a tour of Munster, meeting 

readers and collecting subscriptions.98

Subscribers who were in arrears with 

their payments for over 1 2  months were 

threatened with cancellation of their 

newspapers. In 1768 Edmund Finn issued 

a warning to those in arrears for newspa- 
pers, advertisements and magazines: their 

supply of newspapers would be discon- 
tinued if their accounts were not dis- 
charged at the assizes. Readers who were 

over 12 months in debt to Finn at this pe- 
riod must have been receiving the news- 
paper from  the beginning of its 

publication without ever having paid for 

it. At this point also Finn resolved to de- 
mand payment in ready money only for 

advertisements.99 By 1773, however, Finn 

appealed to those who were in arrears for 

four or five years for newspapers and 

advertisements, indicating that their sub- 
scriptions had not been discontinued, as 

previously warned . 100 In 1790 and 1791 

Foster Parsons requested payment from  

subscribers whose accounts were over 1 2  

months in arrears; those who were in ar- 
rears for years faced being sued if their ac- 
counts were not settled. 101

Ideally, subscriptions were paid quar- 
terly or annually to the proprietor or his 

agents. Subscribers to Finn’s Leinster Jour- 

nal were warned that no money was to 

be paid to the post boys . 102 Printed re- 
ceipts were issued for payments. In 

March 1773, while collecting debts in Co. 
Tipperary, Finn’s clerk lost a small book 

of printed receipts for the Leinster Journal 

between Clonmel and Loughloher. This 

book, covered in marble paper, had sev- 
eral receipts made out for different sub- 
scribers in Co. Tipperary and signed by 

Finn, and also some blank receipts. It was

feared that the finder of the book might 
use it to fraudulently receive subscription 

money and Finn urged his customers not 
to pay any part of their subscriptions to  

‘any person not qualified to  receive 

them ’ . 103

The financial strain placed on news- 
paper proprietors by the Stamp Acts 

forced them to more rigorous methods of 

subscription collection. N ot only did the 

cost of newspapers rise, but new sub- 
scribers were requested to pay for their 

papers in advance. The cost of Fin n ’s Le- 

inster Journal rose from 8  to 12 British 

shillings for town subscribers, and from  

Vi guinea to 3 British crowns for country  

subscribers. New subscribers were to pay 

a half year in advance and renew their 

subscriptions at every assizes. 104 These 
conditions were to take effect from 25 

March 1774.

DISTRIBUTION

Newspapers were delivered to agents in 

the surrounding towns through the Post 
Office or by special messengers. These 

agents occasionally had bookshops, but 
more often they kept inns, apothecary  

and grocer’s shops; by the 1790s a sub- 
stantial number of delivery centres were 

Post Offices. A t these centres news- 
papers were dropped and advertisements 

and subscriptions were taken in. Books, 
periodicals and stationery were delivered 

in the same way to the same delivery 

points.
Finn announced the distribution of 

monthly periodicals such as Exshaw ’s 
Gentleman’s and London Magazine, 

W alker’s Flibernian Magazine, Town and 

Country Magazine and Lady’s Magazine to 

‘any part of the Country where this 

newspaper is usually sent’, at the rate of 

8 s.8 d. per annum in the country and 

6 s.6 d. in town to subscribers of the news-
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paper. 105 The annual publications, Wat- 
son’s Almanach and The English Registry, 

could be supplied to his country cus- 
tom ers by the ‘different Post-boys who 

deliver the News-paper in the remote 
parts of the C ountry ’ . 106 Books also fol- 
lowed the newspaper routes; in March 

1768 A n  Abridgement o fD r Newton’s Dis- 

sertation on the Prophecies was distributed 

by Finn to Bernard Donovan, one of the 

agents for the Leinster Joum al, at the Slip, 
and at the Angel Inn in W aterford . 107 

William Flyn ’s publication The Modern 

Monitor; or Flyn’s Speculations, a com- 
pendium of articles from the Hibernian  

Chronicle, was sent to bookshops in 

Dublin, W aterford and Limerick and to 

all country places where the Chronicle 

was circulated in 1770.108 John Ferrar, 
printer of the Limerick Chronicle, distrib- 
uted his annual catalogue of books to ‘all 
the Places in the Country where his 

News-paper is delivered’ and orders were 

taken by his subscription agents. 109 He 

also distributed W alker’s Hibernian Mag- 

azine, Exshaw ’s London and Gentleman’s 

Magazine and the Monthlj Review  using 

the newspaper routes.
Special couriers were employed by 

provincial newspaper printers to supple- 
ment distribution by the Post Office and 

to  offer a more effective service to read- 
ers by delivering newspapers on the day 

of publication. The Post Office made col- 
lections and deliveries two, three or six 

times a week depending on the routes, 
but this did not always coincide with 

times or days of publication . 110 In Eng- 
land distribution of newspapers and peri- 
odicals was through the Post Office and 

also by local carriers. Feather points out, 
however, that the Post Office was never 

involved in the distribution of books, as 

the cost would have been too high . 111 

Similarly there is no evidence for large-

scale book distribution through the Post 
Office network in Ireland. Lord Orrery, 
writing to D r Richard Pococke in 1748 

advises: ‘Any books in parcells too heavy 

for the post will come safe if you will be 
so kind to send them to M r William  

Marlow, Merchant in M ary’s Abbey ’ . 112

A  courier or post-boy was assigned a 

particular route covering a number of 

towns to which he delivered newspapers, 
magazines and books. They could take 

letters from country customers for the 

printer, but customers were advised to 

give no subscription money to  the post- 
boys and they were not entrusted with 

printed receipt books. 113 The courier 

needed to be a sober, honest man, well 
recommended, who could give security 

for his honesty and punctual perfor- 
mance; he was also obliged to  provide ‘a 

good hack H orse ’ . 114 The couriers acted 

independently, contracting themselves 

and their horses to the printer and they 

were paid quarterly . 115 The distribution 

of books in this manner was clearly limit- 
ed to what could be carried on horseback 

by a single rider. It is likely that small 
parcels of books were carried frequently, 
as the rider covered the route tw o or 

three times a week with the newspapers, 
and magazines were circulated monthly. 
Darby Connor, who delivered the Cork 

Gazette to Youghal twice a week in 1792, 
was willing to execute commands left for 

him at James Johnson’s stationery shop 

in Youghal, and at the Post Offices of 

Castlemartyr and Midleton . 116 A  newspa- 
per with a geographically extensive circu- 
lation needed numerous couriers; Finn’s 
Leinster Journal employed at least 6  or 7 

couriers to distribute the newspaper in 

the late 1760s and 1770s. In 1772 the Hi- 

bernian Chronicle was circulated by couri- 
ers to 26 towns in Cork, Limerick, 
Waterford and Kerry, ‘besides a great
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number to the different post-offices in the 
kingdom\ 117

Not all couriers were as reliable as the 

printer wished. In 1768 Edmund Finn re- 
ceived complaints about his messengers 

who delivered the newspapers ‘in and 

about W aterford’. The precise nature of 

the complaints is not clear, but they seem 

to have concerned late delivery. Finn in- 
formed his subscribers that in future the 

newspapers would be delivered on the 
evening of publication, every Wednesday 

and Saturday, to the house of William  

Minchin, opposite the Ferry-slip . 118 In 

1770 William Flyn’s courier was accused 

of stealing clothing in Youghal; he was 

proved innocent when the real thief was 

charged and committed to gaol. 119

In 1772 Flyn was forced to  apologize to 

subscribers of the Hibernian Chronicle for 

the delay in publishing the newspaper:‘it 
was occasioned by the King’s Post not ar- 
riving til after 6  o ’clock Friday morning, 
which should come in on Thursday 

night’ . 120 Late delivery of the papers was 

also the issue in 1774 when Finn sought 
two or three new post-boys for the routes 

to Ballinakill, Durrow, Rathdowney, 
Mountrath, Maryborough, Mount- 
mellick, Borris-in-Ossory and Roscrea. 
His existing messengers broke their con- 
tracts by not setting out from Kilkenny 

for 6  to 8  hours after the papers were 

printed. The Joum al was usually ready by 

6  or 7 o ’clock on the morning of publica- 
tion and the riders did not set out until 1 2  

or 1 o ’clock, thus delaying delivery by 

half a day . 121 W . G. Moffat, printer of the 

Waterford Herald, received complaints 

from his subscribers on the Cork Road of 

being ‘irregularly served’ with the paper, 
a situation he determined to remedy 

immediately. 122

The prompt delivery of newspapers to  
subscribers was of particular importance

to all provincial printers; it was here that 
the competition lay, as well as in the 

amount of news printed. If a rival paper 

could reach its readers with fresher news, 
then subscribers would turn to that pa- 
per. In 1791 the Waterford Herald sought 
to maintain its readership in Cork by ap- 
pointing James Daltera of the Mail Coach 

Office as its agent. In this way the delay 

of three hours at the Post Office before 

the paper was delivered could be avoided, 
and the paper circulated ‘immediately on 

the arrival of the mail coach ’ . 123

In addition to individual subscriptions 

newspapers were made available in the 

coffee-houses, a practice which dated in 

Ireland to the late seventeenth century. 
Dublin coffee-houses were renowned for 

the range of newspapers which they car- 
ried. Coffee-houses in the provincial 
towns followed suit in the second half of 

the eighteenth century, making a range of 

London, Dublin and local papers avail- 
able to their customers. When D. Manley 

reopened the M erchant’s coffee-house at 
the corner of Castle Street and N orth  

Main Street in Cork in 1795, he offered 

2 0  newspapers and information sheets 

from London, Dublin, Cork, Waterford, 
Limerick, Kilkenny, Belfast and D erry . 124 

From  the 1770s Fin n ’s Leinster Journal 

was circulated to the London, Chapter, 
Peele’s and Chancery coffee-houses in 

London, the Grove and Parade coffee- 
houses in Bath, the M erchant’s coffee- 
house in Cork and N ixon’s coffee-house 

in W aterford . 125 In 1793 the Waterford 

Herald was available ‘at the principal cof- 
fee-houses in Ireland, England and 

Scotland’ . 126

CO N CLU SIO N  

To understand the operation of the 

provincial newspaper business is to  gain 

an insight into local trading and
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communication patterns, and thereby to  

an understanding of the national picture. 
The importance of the newspaper in 
shaping local opinions, and in mirroring 

local and national preoccupations is only 
beginning to be appreciated by histori- 
ans. From  the point of view of history 

of the book trade the newspaper is the 

key to  understanding the wider trade. In 

the absence of printers’ ledgers and oth- 
er contem porary data for the provincial

book trade, the newspaper, which repre- 
sented the printer’s interests, is of ines- 
timable value. The lines of 

communication established by the Post 
Office, and intensified by the newspaper 
carriers, helped to  open up rural Ireland 

to broader ideas and an awareness of the 

world outside the com m unity. As the 

newspaper press was exclusively in Eng- 
lish it undoubtedly also played its part in 

the erosion of the Irish language.

BUTT’S VIEW OF CORK, 1760
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