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The Cork 

Total Abstainer

By C. P. HYLAND

During the sum m er o f 1993, in the course 

of my business I acquired a large num ber of 

n in e te e n th -c e n tu ry  Irish  n ew sp ap ers . 

Among them  was a volume w hich contained 

18 issues o f a new spaper bearing the title of 

the above heading. Some reading o f the 

paper and som e additional research showed 

this to be a paper o f m ore than com m on in­

terest.

The Cork Total Abstainer  com m enced 

publication on 20 February 1841, printed by

S.M. T hom pson, 18 Great George’s Street, 

Cork, edited byJ.F. Maguire, Esq., under the 

especial patronage of the Very Rev. Theobald 

Mathew, available at 2d. per issue and 

published weekly, on  Saturday. It consisted 

of two leaves, 20” x l5 ”, folded to produce 

8 pages, 15” x l0 ”, and contained three col­

um ns on  each page. The front page o f each 

issue contained a leading article, usually on 

the raison d ’être of the journal. Each issue 

carried advertisements, to a greater or lesser 

extent, and som e had notices o f Deaths, 

Births and Marriages. Virtually all issues con­

tained reports, som e quite extensive, o f the 

activities o f the Cork Literary and Scientific 

Society. A note of som e o f the contents of 

the issues might be of interest. (Advertising 

was then, as today, the life blood o f a news­

paper, so I will note the num ber o f adver­

tisem ents in each issue):

1. February 20th. O pens w ith an address 

‘To the Public’, stating briefly ‘the principles 

on w hich the journal w ould be conducted’,

i.e. to advance the cause o f National 

Temperance through a true and perfect 

union of all creeds and classes; through total

and entire abstinence. This item on  the front 

page shares pride o f place w ith an article on 

Fr Mathew, ‘The Cause and the Apostle’. 

There is also an appreciation o f and a letter 

from Anna Maria Hall, together w ith a notice 

o f her new  w ork on  Ireland. This w ould be 

her w ork in conjunction w ith her husband, 

Samuel Carter Hall, Ireland, its scenery a n d  

character in three volumes, w hich first ap­

peared in 1841. There is a poem  of 20 x 6 line 

and 1x8 line stanzas, ‘A nother Christmas 

Ballad about Fr Mathew and the Temperance
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Cause’, by Richard Webb, a Dublin Quaker.

A report o f a charity serm on delivered by 

Rev. Michael Bernard O ’Shea on ‘National 

Education and Temperance’, in aid of the 

schools attached to Carey’s Lane Chapel, ap­

pears, also reports on Temperance meetings 

in Dublin, Waterford, at the G lobe Lane 

Reading Room and Millerd Street, Cork, and 

on  a Tea Party at the Clarence Street Temp­

erance Reading Room. This issue contains 

6 advertisem ents.

2. February 27th. Again, the front page is 

shared. First, an article criticizing the drink­

ing o f cordials and publicizing Fr M athew’s 

opposition  to their consum ption. Second, 

JFM’s second great interest, Irish m anufac­

ture. It is one of his many appeals — and not 

by any m eans his last — to Irish people to 

use items of Irish manufacture. He makes the 

point, still very apposite, that there are few 

items o f everyday use w hich the Irish w ork­

m an cannot produce. There are also reports 

on  Temperance meetings at Millerd Street 

and St Patricks Hall, Mallow Lane, as well as 

on  the progress o f the K nockm ahon (Co. 

Waterford) Temperance Society. 7 adverts.

3. March 6th. The lead article is ‘Do 

Drunkards Alone Need Total Abstinence?’ 

(The answer being NO!) This issue contains 

a short story by Mrs Hall, ‘The Contrast’, and 

poem s ‘Lays o f Temperance’ by W.M. and 

‘The D runkard’ by S.R. Quinn. There is a 

report on  Fr Mathew in Skibbereen as well 

as one on Temperance in Killarney. Also, 

reports on meetings in Globe Lane and 

Mallow Lane in Cork. 4 adverts.

4. March 13th. The front page is taken up 

with an answer to a letter in the ‘Cork Con­

stitution’ attacking Fr M athew’s visit to Skib­

bereen. The writer of the letter im plied that 

Fr M athew’s conversions to Temperance are 

of a very tem porary nature and included 

som e very unpleasant reflections on the 

Roman Catholic church and the motives of

those prom oting Fr Mathew. The issue also 

contains the first part o f a short story from 

Maguire himself, ‘The Attempted Suicide!’ A 

report on  the Millerd Street m eeting and 

m uch correspondence, som e direct to the 

Editor and som e culled from other journals. 

8 adverts.

5. March 20th. This issue opens w ith com ­

m ents on  and the text of Judge C ram pton’s 

address to the Grand Jury o f the C ounty in 

praise of abstinence and Fr M athew’s work, 

followed by reports on  Fr Mathew in 

Macroom and the Mallow Lane meeting. 

There is also a long letter from a Stephen 

Moriarty o f Monaghan, an abstract from 

Mister H um phrey’s Clock and the conclusion 

o f JFM’s ‘Attem pted Suicide!’. An Exhibition 

o f Irish Manufacture was held in Mr Ro- 

nayne’s large room  in Patrick Street — on St 

Patrick’s Day; textiles and hats, dyed leathers 

and gloves, soaps and paperhangings, to 

name but a few. 8 adverts.

6. March 27th. The front page is given 

over to a fuller report of the Exhibition of 

Irish Manufacture, ‘the First in our city’. In 

a similar vein is a letter from William Ken- 

nely, Secretary to the Worsted Weavers of 

Cork in support of hom e industry, and James 

Haughton’s first letter on  the use o f articles 

produced  by slave labour, this on tobacco. 

There are also reports on St Patrick’s Day in 

Thurles and Teetotallism in Dublin. However, 

this is a very difficult issue to read as the 

pages have been misplaced and appear in the 

following order: 41, 46, 47, 44, 45, 42, 43, 

48. There are 6 adverts.

W hether the m isprinting o f the pages in 

the last issue was due to intemperance on the 

part of the printer, we may never know, but 

there is now  a three-week gap to the next 

issue w hich is p roduced  by a new printer, 

John  Nolan of 38 Paul Street. The paper has 

its own office at 8 Cook Street and the price 

has been increased to 2 V2 d.
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7. April 17th. The front page is again 

devoted to Irish manufacture, and there are 

reports on  the new  Total Abstinence Socie­

ty at Blackrock, Stillorgan and Booterstown, 

Dublin. There is a lengthy report o f an ad­

dress to and reply by Fr Lyons, P.P. of 

Kilmore (in Erris, Co. Mayo) from  the local 

Temperance group there. Also, a report of 

the Grand Temperance Procession in Cork 

on  Easter Monday. 15 adverts.

8. April 24th. Leading off w ith  ‘The 

Triumph o f Temperance in C ork’, the issue 

contains the usual reports, particularly on  Fr 

M athew’s progress around Kerry. There is 

also a report of a great m eeting of the 

Operatives o f Cork to prepare for the Pro­

cession next Monday — see next issue. 18 

adverts.

9. May 1st. The front page again takes up 

the subject of Irish manufactures. ‘Oh! W hen 

will the Irish learn the lesson of self respect?’ 

There is also a report on  the ‘Grand Proces­

sion and Public D em onstration in favour of 

Irish Manufacture’. On the temperance front, 

there is the text o f an address to Fr Mathew 

from New York, a report on  tem perance in 

Kildare and a clever 3 2-line acrostic address 

to THE VERY REVEREND THEOBALD MATHEW 

O SC, com posed by H.M’N, a m em ber of the 

Dunmanway Temperance Society. 21 adverts.

10. May 8th. This issue’s front page con­

tains a criticism of Dr Edgar o f Belfast w ho 

believes ‘Teetotallism is insulting to God and 

disgraceful to Mari. There is a report of a 

tem perance m eeting in Blarney and an ad­

dress presented to Fr Mathew in L ondon­

derry. There is also a report of an Irish 

m anufacture m eeting in Ronayne’s room  in 

Patrick Street — and 23 adverts.

11. May 15th. ‘Irish Manufacture — The 

Coming Exhibition!’ takes m ost o f the front 

page, the rem ainder extolling the w ork car­

ried out by the Cork shipyard in refitting and 

repairing the S. S. Lee. There was a great

m eeting at the new  Temperance Hall in 

Brown Street, a tem perance festival in 

M itchelstown, a tem perance Tea Party in 

Clonmel and a report on  temperance in Man­

chester.

Dr W oodroffe said farewell to the Cork 

Literary and Scientific Society. Mr and Mrs 

Crofts were continuing to provide musical 

evenings in the Theatre Royal, Cook Street. 

There is an extensive report on  the saving 

o f the transport ship, The Sovereign, which 

was n ea rly  w re ck ed  in  a s to rm  in 

Rosscarbery Bay. 27 adverts.

12. May 22nd. The front page poses a 

question — and tries to answer it — ‘Will 

there be a reaction (to teetotallism)?’ There 

are reports o f Fr Mathew in M aynooth and 

Kinnegad. A m eeting was held at Browne 

Street Temperance Hall. There is a 68-line 

poem  ‘Intem perance versus the Diseases’ by 

a m em ber of the Skibbereen Temperance 

Society.

John  Nolan, the Printer, had m oved to 16, 

Browne Street. 37 adverts.

13- May 29th. ‘Irish Manufacture — Results 

of Agitation!’ fills the front page, a report on 

the Total Abstinence m eeting at Princes 

Street, with Richard Dowden (Richard) in the 

chair, filling m ost o f the reverse. The St 

George’s Com pany S.S. Victory set a new 

quay-to-quay record of 22 hours from Bristol 

to Cork and there is notice of great interest 

in river steamers.

There is inform ation on  a series o f 12 lec­

tures on Chem istry to be delivered by Pro­

fessor Davy and a description o f The Battle 

of Clontarf taken from M oore’s recently 

published H istory o f  Ireland. There was a 

tem perance m eeting at G lobe Lane and Dr 

Philip Cross was am ong those w ho  greeted 

guests to the Coachford and Dripsey Total 

Abstinence Society. 28 adverts.

14. June 5th. The front page is largely de­

voted to the Exhibition of Irish Manufactures
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being held on  W hit Monday and Tuesday. Fr 

Mathew was in Birr and then  w ent on  to the 

North; he also received an address from the 

Ardee Total Abstinence Society. A ‘Great Tea- 

Party and Soirée’ was held in Browne Street 

and m eetings were held in Douglas and 

Austen’s Lane. 29 adverts.

15. June 12th. The question , ‘Is the 

Temperance Society a Mere Political Socie­

ty?’ is posed and answered — in the negative

— on the front page and part o f the second 

page. Fr Mathew received an address from 

Kilbeggan Total Abstinence Society and he 

w ent on to Cootehill. T.A. meetings were 

held in Carrigaline and Browne Street, and 

a branch was founded in Church Street, 

Dublin. Maguire w rote a letter (on absti­

nence) to the Irish w orking classes.

This issue also carries a report o f the skin­

ning of a dog belonging to Father Colgan, 

a curate in Athy; the remains were then hung 

on his door. The report blames Orangemen. 

25 adverts.

16. June 19th. JFM again addresses a letter 

to the Irish w orking classes on tem perance

— and the damage done to family life by in­

temperance. Fr Mathew was in Cavan and 

Banbridge and received an address from the 

T.A. Society in Beragh. Meetings were held 

in Globe Lane and Cove.

There is an editorial hint o f changes to 

com e — and 21 adverts.

17. June 26th. This issue opens w ith a 

story — unattributed — ‘St Patrick’s Day, Ac­

cording to the Old Regime’, w hich fills the 

front page and the first colum n of the se­

cond. Temperance came to Manchester! 

Meetings were held at St Patrick’s Hall, 

Mallow Lane and in Duncan Street. A Temp­

erance Tea Party was held in Evergreen. 

Parliament was prorogued and there was

no tice o f criticism  o f the new  Lord 

Chancellor o f Ireland, Sir John  Campbell, 

due to the fact that he was no t a m em ber of 

the Irish Bar.

Editorial Note: Due to its size and title, The 

Cork Total Abstainer is restricted in its scope. 

It will shortly  be replaced by a new paper, 

larger and w ider in scope, by the nam e of 

The Cork E xam iner  w hich takes its name 

from the London W hig paper, The Ex­

aminer. The Cork one will also support the 

Whig — or as it prefers to call it, the Liberal 

— interest. (How cou ld  Jo h n  Francis 

Maguire, interested in the prom otion of Irish 

Manufactures, support the party of laissez 

fa ire  economics, which proved so disastrous 

during the Great Famine 5 years later?).

This issue contained 13 adverts.

18. July 3rd. The front page contains 

another letter on  Temperance to the Irish 

working classes. There was a ‘Tea Party and 

Soirée’ in Passage West and a Tea Party in 

Brown Street Room. Father Mathew received 

an address from the Belfast and Lisburn Total 

Abstinence Society. The Editorial Note of the 

previous issue was repeated almost in toto, 

the last two paragraphs being d ropped  and 

three new ones supplied, and there were 15 

adverts.

As far as this writer can see, this forerunner 

to the Cork E xam iner  was ignored in the 

150th celebratory issue in 1991, and appears 

to be missing from m ost — if no t all — lists 

o f Irish newspapers and periodicals. One 

w onders w hat sort of paper the E xam iner  

might be today — and what sort of city Cork 

might be — if John  Francis Maguire’s tw in 

aims o f Total Abstinence and support for 

Irish M anufactory had been successful.
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