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N O T E S  A N D  Q U E R IE S . Si

The L eg a l  Succession of J a m e s  F i t z J o h n ,  14th E arl of Desmond (by G . O ’Connell 
Redmond.)— “ The Complete Peerage”  calls Jam es FitzM aurice FitzThom as the twelfth 
E a r l, buit I do not know on what grounds. As to his daughter “ Ju d ith ,”  her death in
1.645, Le., 105 years after the death of her father, is rather a tall order to swallow.
The Annals of the Four M asters record the death, in 1577, of H onora, wife of Piers
^Butler “ na B u ille ”  of G rallagh, and daughter of Jam es, son of M aurice, son of Thom as,
son of the E arl, i.e. of this sam e Jam es. S o  'that “ Ju d ith ”  w as not the only child, 
unless we are to take it that “ Ju d ith ”  is an absurd attem pt at “ anglicising”  H onora, 
just as Gyles seems to be an attempt as “ anglicising”  the Irish Sile.

K i lb r i t ta in  C astle  (by R ev. E . Coakley.)— There is  a good deal of evidence to 
show that the Blessed Thaddeus was not a M cCarthy, but an O ’M eagher of Ikerrin , 
in Co. Tipperary. I f  so , there would be nothing very rem arkable in his having 
friendly relationships with the D e Courceys.

The Grant of K ilbritta in , etc. to S ir  Patrick  Semple in 16 16 , w as in trust to
re-convey it to  MaoCanthy Reagh. T h is was a  favourite method wiith Jam es I of
rew arding court favourites. An Irish lord surrendered his estate in order to obtain
a re-grant with a  valid title. The K in g  w as approached through one of his favourites,
and .a bargain was struck. The grant iwas made: ou-t to the favourite, who then
transferred it to  the real owner, obtaining from him a sum of money for his pains.
See for such transactions the M iscellany of the Celtic Society, and the Patent Rolls 
o f Jam es I.

______________________________  W . F . B u t l e r .

The M a r te n .— A  marten was caught in my wood here on Nov. 17th. The capture
m ay be worth recording, as I have never heard of a marten within m any miles of this
place. F ifty  or sixty years ago m artens were, I believe, not uncommon in such places
as the hilly wooded districts of W est C ork and of K erry , but now I fear they are
becoming rare, and possibly not far from extinction. T he Marten (Musteîa M artes, L inn.) 
is very like a Sable. M y specimen w as a male, weighed ßlbs. ioz., and measured 2ft. 5-ins. 
from the nose to the tip of the tail.

Longueville, M allow , ‘Dec. 1 7 ,  1 9 2 0 .  R . E . L o n g f i e l d .

T h e  Grealt O’ M ahony F a m i ly  o f  B ro sn a .— On Sunday, the n t h  August, 19 14 , the 
inhabitants o f Brosna met in public to express their sympathy., to The O ’Mahony 
of K erry, D .L .,  M .P . for North Meath from 1886 to  1892, on the sad and lamented 
accident 'that caused the death of his dear son, Pierce Gun O ’M ahony, Esq ., B .L . ,  
C ork H erald o f Arm s from 1905 to  1910 . Mr. B . O ’Connor, a  Brosna m an, now 
residing in Dublin, addressed the meeting, and in words of sym pathy mingled with 
feelings of the deepest adm iration for T he O ’M ahony, reoalled the noble w ork he 
has been doing for close on half a  century on behalf o f his native land, and his more 
than generous subscriptions to  the Home R ule fund, and *0 every patriotic movement 
as well. H e pointed out how fitting it w as that the people of Brosna should come 
together that day, to  give expression to their sorrow over the sad event that brought 
grief to the hearts o f the ancient C lan  O ’M ahony. Hundreds of years ago, Brosna 
was the ancestral home of one branch of this powerful sept ; and our old graveyard 
here besdde where we stand holds inscribed testimony on their mausoleum dating 
back to 1741» and which pays a fitting tribute to their memory, and that the princely 
O ’Mahonys held sw ay in Brosna and surrounding districts, when Brosna w as known 
as the O ’Mahony country. In the course o f his other touching rem arks bearing 
on the sterling worth o f The O ’Mahony, and his gallant fight side by side with brave 
Parnell, he brought his speech to  a  close by proposing the following vote of condolence :—  
‘ T h at we, the inhabitants o f Brosna, at public meeting assembled, express our deepest 

and heartfelt sympathy to  T he O ’Mahony of K erry  (whose illustrious ancestors once 
liMed here) over the sad accident that caused the death o f his dear son, and to his 
bereaved widow, and also  to  his uncle, S ir  Arthur E . V icars, K .C .V .O ., and late 
U lster K in g  o f Arm s, and the other members of the fam ily.

H is to ry  o f  B ro sna .— The writer seeks information as to the origin and derivation 
of the nam e of this little town on the Clydagh, in Co. K erry  ; and also the date of the 
existence of the monastery, and the nam e of the order o f monks (or, as they were some
times called, “ the harpers and bards” ) who dwelt there. It was within the territory of 
the E arls  of Desmond. C usadk ’s H istory o f K erry  states that Brosna is situated on the 
Birusna (signifying brushwood), which rises in a mountainous district, and flows through 
brushwood, and joinws the river Feale. S ir  W alter Scott visited K erry  In 1825, in 
commemoration o f which, it is said, the river w as named C lydagh, the Gaelic for 
the Clyde. Som e say it derives its name from one Brosnan, who dwelt here ages 
a g o ; others that the proper name should be Failtie  M oling (?  exercise ground
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