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D  UNDA R E I R KE C A S T L E .

D u n d a r e i r k e  C a s t l e .

Showing Mound and Fossa.
(.Photos by D r. P . G. Lee , September, 19x0.)
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Second Series— V ol. XX. No. 102,j [A p r il — June, 1914.

Journal of the 

Cork Historical and Archaeological Society.

Notes on Some Castles of Mid-Cork.
(Continued from  page 131, Vol. X I I I . ,  fu ly-Septem ber, 1910).

B y  D r. P H I L I P  G. L E E , M .R .S .A .I .

II.

H E  first section of m y “ N otes on som e C astles  o f Mid- 
C o r k ’ ’ dealt chiefly w ith  C loghphilip , C arrigap h u ca, and 
G arrycloyn e C astles, and form ed to som e exten t a con
tinuation of the late M r. H . W . G illm an ’s series o f m ono
g ra p h s on C arrign am u ck  or D rip sey, C astlem ore by 
M oviddy, C astle-D erm ot O g e , and M ash an aglas C astle , 
w hich appeared in the early  volum es o f this Journal. T h e  

present section treats m ainly of the castles stan din g to the w estw ard  of the 
latter grou p , v iz ., those in Iveleary, or the O ’ L e a ry ’s country, near M ac
room  ; and it also includes notices o f som e rem ote and little know n castles in 
the north-w estern extrem ity  o f the C o u n ty  C ork.

I have again  to ackn ow ledge the kind assistance o f M r. Jam es C olem an, 
m ore especially in the gen ealo g ica l parts o f this paper.

D u n d a r e i r k e  C a s t l e .

In S m ith ’s d ay, w rites W in dele, in his “ C o rk  and its V ic in ity ,”  1846, 
page 278, the road betw een M acroom  and In chigeela w a s not, at least to 
the antiquary and probably to the painter, so uninteresting as at present. 
D r. Sm ith enum erates together w ith  the castle of C arrig n a fo o ky  and its 
D ru id ’s a ltar, D undareirke, C arrign an eelagh , D ru m carragh , and C arrign a- 
curragh — all excep t D undareirke form erly the property o f the O ’ L eary  s—  
as objects o f curiosity a lo n g this line o f country. B ut the abandonm ent 
of old roads for new has throw n m ost o f these castles out o f the course 
o f a modern traveller.

“ O f D undareirke a rem nant, how ever, m ay yet be seen top pin g the 
n eighbouring em inence w ithin a few  m iles o f M acroom . D undareirke 
signifies the ‘ F ortress o f the tw o P ro sp ects ’ (D un-da-radharc), and the 
nam e is very  suitable ; for, as D r. Sm ith says, it com m ands a va st extended 
view  to the w est, as far as the bounds o f K erry  ; to the east, alm ost to 
C o rk  ; and a g re a t tract to the south. It has the L ee on one side and the 
Sullane on the other. In S m ith ’s tim e it w as a high square building h avin g
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58 CORK HISTORICAL AND ARCHÆOLOGICAL SOCIETY

70 stone-steps to the battlem ents. N o w  it is but a low  and shattered 
relic o f w h at it once w as. It has been g rea tly  injured by the greater 
part o f it h avin g fallen down. It w as built by the .M cC arthys ; and w as 
a m ost im portant fortress gu ard in g  the passes o f W e s t C ork. It w as 
very stron gly  built, and rem ained nearly entire until 1833, w hen a g rea t 
part fell, since when further destruction has occurred. D erm ot M cC arth y 
forfeited th is castle  in the rebellion of 1641. It is situated in the parish 
of K ilnam artery ; and once w a s surrounded by large  garden s and orchards.

“ O ur course n o w ,”  continues W in dele, “ lies through the ru gg ed  ter
ritory o f the O ’L ea rys, or as they have been called, the U i L a o g a ire  R uis 
(Ross), as their orig in al country is supposed to be R o sscarbery, from  
which they w ere driven in early  tim es. T h e y  g a v e  the nam e Iveleary  to 
the country w hich extended w estw ard  to the m ountains w hich g iv e  birth 
to the Lee. O f the Ithian  race  the O ’L ea rys are identified (according to 
V allan cey) w ith  those L ao g h a ria n s w ho rem ained in possession of one 
corner o f E ngland after the rest o f the A tta-cotti, or Scots, w ere driven 
to Ireland. D espite all the w ars and revolutions o f w hich this fam ily  w ere 
the repeated victim s, its lineal representative, T h e  O ’L ea ry , until lately  
supported the antique style o f the “  B ia d h ta igh ,”  or profuse hospitality 
of his a n cestors.”

O f this last-nam ed O ’ L eary  there is an earlier and rather interesting 
notice g iven  in the R ev. H . T o w n sen d ’s “  Survey of C o r k ,”  V o l. I I ., page 
144 (C ork, 1815) as follow s :—

“ The mention of Milstreet (sic) brings to my recollection a remarkable personage 
once "well known in its vicinity. . .

“  As the head of a respectable old. Irish family, he wa!s known only by the name 
of ‘ O’Leary/ and was one of the last o f that description who affected the ancient style 
of hospitable living. This, too, he was enabled to accomplish on a moderate fortune, 
as his hospitality was unencumbered with equipage or parade. He lived in a small 
house, the lower part consisting of little more than a parlour and kitchen, the former 
of which, properly supplied with every article of good cheer, was open to every guest 
and at every season, and this profusion was accompanied with perfect cleanliness and 
decorum. His cellar, well stocked with good liquors, never knew the protection o f a 
lock and key, for, as he said himself, nobody had occasion to steal what anyone might, 
have for asking. It derived security, however, from other causes, from deference to 
his sway and respect for his person, both of which were universally felt and acknow
ledged within the circle of his influence. He was also a Justice o f the Peace for the 
county.

"  The appearance o f O’Leary was always sufficient to maintain order in fairs and 
meetings, and to suppress any spirit o f disturbance without the aid o f  soldier or 
constable. He possessed indeed some admirable requisitions for a maintenance o f the 
peace, for he was a very athletic man, and always carried a  long pole, o f  'whách 
the unruly knew he was no churl. To these qualities O’Leary added an inexhaustible 
fund of original humour and good-natured cheerfulness, and being Very fond o f the 
bottle himself, it  was impossible to be long in his company sad or sober.

“  Of this I recollect one remarkable instance. A good many years ago some friends 
of mine arrived in the evening at Milstreet, and being fatigued from a long journey, 
wished to retire early to rest. O’Leary, who was in the town, happening to be a little 
acquainted with one o f the party, after many entreaties prevaiiled on them to take 
supper at his house. Thither they proceeded with rather ungracious reluctance and a 
fixed determination neither to drink nor to remain longer than was barely necessary. 
But such was O’Leary’s power of pleasing that they willingly prolonged their stay 
till near morning, and were imperceptibly led from bottle to bottle, till it beca'me a 
task of some difficulty to regain their lodging.

“  In this way O’Leary lived many years, impairing, though he did not exhaust, his 
property. He left one daughter, since married to Mr. McCarthy, who has built a very 
neat and fashionable house near the site o f the old mansion.”
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NOTES ON SOME CASTLES OF MID-CORK. 59

T h e name O ’L ea ry , as stated by W in dele, is still frequent here am ongst 
the peasantry, but a sod of the fee-sim ple property b elon gs not to one o f the 
clan. T h e G overnor and C om pany for m akin g H ollow  Sw ord  B lades in 
E ngland lo n g  since disposed o f that. F am e, how ever, has been m ore 
partial to individuals o f this race, such as the R ev. A rthur O ’L eary , born 
in the year 1729 in the parish o f Fan lobus, near D unm anw ay (an interest
in g account o f w hose m em orable life  appeared in the first volum e of our 
Journal, p a g e  183, from  the pen of our lam ented first H on. Secretary, 
J. O ’M ahony, B .L .) . T h ere w a s  a lso  another A rthur O ’L eary , w hose 
epitaph in K ilcrea  A bbey has the fo llow in g inscription  :—

" h o :  Arthur O’Leary, generous, handsome, brave,
Slain in his bloom, lies in this humble grave.

Died May 4, 1773, aged 26 years."

T h is recalls the w ell-know n story of this b rave and honourable gen tle
man. H e w as hun ting w ith the M uskerry  H un t, and after outstripping 
all the others on his beautifu l horse, g o t  the brush. T h is  raised th e envy 
of a M r. M orris, a  m agistrate, w h o offered O ’ L eary  ^ 5  for the horse. 
T o  w ipe out the insult O ’ L eary  horse-w hipped M orris, for w hich trivial 
offence he w a s  proclaim ed an outlaw , and soon after this w as shot by a 
com m on trooper. S o  perished a ga llan t m an, victim  to the intoleran t law s 
of his country a t the time. M orris w as tried, but acquitted.

M acC arth y o f M uskerry  w a s the L ord param ount o f the O ’L ea rys, 
but his authority  ceased a t the R evolution, when he him self becam e an exile 
in a foreig n  land. T h e O ’ L ea rys w ere troublesom e subjects and n eigh
bours to the M acC arth ys, as w e  read o f battles, betw een them , and in one 
fierce encounter over som e stolen cattle  T h e O ’L ea ry  him self w a s slain. 
A  sm all portion o f the south w all and the w hole w est w all, contain ing tw o 
narrow  w indow s, are now  all that rem ain of the once form idable castle of 
D undareirke.

Som e in terestin g references to this castle  appeared in M r. Conor 
M u rp h y’s valuable paper on the P arish  o f K iln am artra, w hich w as pub
lished in the Journal for January-M arch, 1908. M r. M urphy, how ever, 
states th at D un dareirke w as built by the O ’ F lyn ns, and w a s  the last stron g
hold occupied by them  in M uskerry, b ein g  in their possession until 1578. 
M r. M urphy adds that about the year 1820 a g re a t portion of Dun-da- 
R adharc C astle, as he nam es it, collapsed in the night-tim e, m akin g a 
trem endous noise that w as heard for a considerable distance, and that, it 
w a s said, when the P rotestan t C hurch close by w a s built a  g rea t deal of 
the stone used in its construction  w as taken  from  this old castle , leavin g it 
in a very  shattered condition. M r. M u rp h y’ s statem ent that no trace o f it 
w as le ft through its h avin g been torn dow n a short tim e previously in order 
to u se its stones for building purposes and repairin g roads is, happily, not 
strictly  accurate so fa r, as our illustration o f D undareirke show s from  the 
p h otograph of it taken by m e in 191 o, though M r. M urphy is doubtless 
correct in sp eakin g of the com plete obliteration of the ancient “ dun ”  in 
w hose interior this castle w as built, and from  which it has p artly  derived 
its name.
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60 CORK HISTORICAL AND ARCHÆOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

K il r e d a g h  C a s t l e .

It m ay here be m entioned that L e w is ’ s Topographical Dictionary of 
Ireland  a lso records, under K iln am artera  P arish , to the south-w est of 
M acroom , the C astle  of K ilre d ag h , “ stan din g on a lo fty  hill and com 
m anding the passes o f both rivers w hich flow through the parish. It w as 
very  stro n gly  built, and rem ained tolerably entire until 1833, when a con
siderable part fe l l .”

A  m ere fragm en t, w e believe, is all that now  rem ains of K ilred agh  
C astle, o f w hose founders or ow ners nothing seem s to be known.

C a r r i g n a c u r r a  C a s t l e .

W in dele w rites o f C arrig n acu rra  C astle  as fo llo w s :— “ A  sligh t em in
ence on the road b rin gs one in view  of In chigeela, near which stands the 
C astle  of C arrign acu rra, i.e ., the R o ck  of the W e ir . Sm ith states that 
there w as an eel-weir of considerable profit on the R iver L ee near this 
c a s t le .”  T h e late Canon L yo n s, how ever, in his N otes on the P arish  of 
Inchigeela in the second volum e of the Journal, p a g e  78, g iv e s  a different 
origin  of the name. W h en  the O ’ L ea rys w ere driven out o f R oss in 1192 
b y  the O ’D onovans and the O ’C ollin ses, they settled in three colonies 
around this district. T h e third colony settled on the south b an k of the 
river, and built their largest castle on this rock, hence called “  C arraig-n a- 
cu ra d ”  (the R o ck  of the H om estead).

“ Another tradition,”  W in dele  asserts, “ variously  a ssig n s its erection to 
the M cC arthy fam ily, and also to the O ’C arrolls. It w a s, how ever, one 
of the chief strongholds of the O ’ L ea ry s; and w e find that D erm od oge 
O ’ L eary  w as in possession of it in 1588, but jo inin g in the w ars o f D esm ond 
and H ugh O ’N eill, E arl of T yro n e, he w as attainted and his estates 
forfeited. H ow ever, the castle  seems to have rem ained in the possession 
of the fam ily, as it is m entioned by D r. Sm ith that C arrig n a cu rrag h  w as 
forfeited  by C on ogh er O ’L eary  for joinin g in the rebellion of 1641. From  
th is tim e it seem s to have com pletely passed out of the hands of the 
O ’L earys. A  la rg e  portion of the estate had been gran ted  in 1608 to 
M r. F ran cis G ofton, one o f the A uditors o f the Im prests in E n glan d. In 
1846 this castle  w a s the property of Mr. Jasper P yn e, w ho, although a 
non-resident, attended to its, repairs and p reservation .”

Sm ith m erely says, o f this building that “ it is a lo fty  pile, b ein g above 
100 feet h igh , stan din g on the south bank of the river L e e .”

“ T h e c a st le ,”  continues W in dele, “ consists o f one lo fty  tow er, dim ly 
lit by a few  loopholes and narrow  lancet-w indows. It has tw o stone- 
arched floors rem aining, but the interm ediate ones have disappeared. It 
has been used as a cow house and a g ra n a ry— no infrequent form  of con
version o f the d w ellings o f the old chivalry. T im e has g iven  th e w alls 
som e of its ow n m ossy tints, and surrounded as the castle  is w ith thick  
plantations, it form s as a picture a relief to the m onotony o f the scene 
around i t .”

A n old man inform ed me, when I ph otographed C arrign acu rra  in Sep
tem ber, 1910, that the castle had origin ally  three chim ney sta cks, but that 
one fell in a recent ga le , doin g a considerable am ount of dam age to the 
interior. It stands a little to the east of Inchigeela village.
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NOTES ON SOME CASTLES OF MID-CORK. 61

Bryan A . C o d y ’s R iver L ee, C ork, and the Corkonians”  (1859) states 
that C arrign acu rragh  w a s also called C astle  M asters, after a modern 
proprietor of it. “ It rises boldly from  a cliff over the river, and is still 
(1859) in tolerably good  preservation, surrounded by trees, which b rin g it 
out in agreeab le relief from  the bare country around, and consists o f a 
high square tow er w ithout any discernible outw orks. It is said to have 
been built by Sabina O ’C arro ll, w ife  o f one o f the O ’L ea rys, w hose prin
cipal stronghold it rem ained for years. In the troubles of 1641 C arrig n a 
curra w as forfeited, and it w as garrison ed  (later) by C ro m w ell’s troop s.”  

C arrig n a cu rra  C astle  is m entioned in R . F . C ro n n elly ’s Irish Fam ily  
H istory  (1865) in connection w ith his account of the O ’ D on ovans, one of 
w hose fam ous chieftains, being in danger o f his life w h ilst still a  child 
from  rival claim ants to the chieftaincy, w as taken by his m other to this 
castle, w here he rem ained till he cam e of age, m arried O ’ L e a ry ’s daughter, 
and finally fo u g h t successfu lly, aided by his father-in-law , for the O ’D on o
van chieftainship. B y  him w a s built C astle  D on ovan , w hose rem ains yet 
exist in D rim oleague P arish .

D r u m c a r r a g h  a n d  C a r r i g n a n e e l a  C a s t l e s .

It is d isappoin tin g to find that neither D r. Sm ith, L ew is, W in dele, nor 
D r. Caulfield has left any record or description of these tw o O ’L eary  
C astles, the three form er w riters m erely m entioning their nam es and their 
situation near M acroom .

D ru m carragh  is barely alluded to by a later local w riter than W in dele, 
v iz ., B ryan  A . C od y, w ho, in his R iver L ee , C ork, and the Corkonians, 
says :— “ From  C arrign acu rra  the Lee winds through a flat uninteresting 
country until it reaches D ru m caragh  C astle , the ancient forta lice  o f the 
O ’L ea rys, now  (1859) in the possession of a M r. B row n. A s w e are not 
aw are o f any historical associations connected w ith this ruin, and as it 
possesses no picturesque attractions, w e shall pass on to T oon  B ridge, 
above w hich on a steep hill rises the C astle o f D undarierke. ”

T h e accom p an yin g illustration from  a recent sketch by our Council 
m em ber, M r. M. H olland, show s, how ever, that D ru m carragh  C astle  is 
still in a fa ir state o f preservation  and of rather attractive appearance.

T h e C astle  o f D ru m carragh  stands about m idw ay betw een M acroom  
and Inchigeela.

O f C arrign an eela  C astle , w hich stood nearer than D ru m carragh  to 
M acroom , no rem ains now exist. There is a local tradition that 
on account o f its last occupants (who w ere not O ’L earys) h avin g 
som ehow m ade them selves obnoxious to the people about them , the latter 
ultim ately pulled this old castle to p ieces.1

T here is but a brief reference to the O ’L ea rys in D ’A lto n ’s K in g  Jam es’ s 
Army L ist  (1855). It states (page 704) that “ T h e Sept o f O ’L eary  w as 
territorially settled in M uskerry, C o. C o rk , between M acroom  and Inchi
geela , w here there are still the ruins of several o f their castles. T h ey

1 Marked on the Ordnance Map about a mile to the south of Drumcarra is Carriga- 
boy Castle, which Lewis’s Dictionary names as the seat (1837) of Mr. E. Barrett. But 
though possessing a partly castellated appearance, Dr. Harding, its present owner and 
occupier, states that it was never a real castle.
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6 2 CORK HISTORICAL AND ARCHÆOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

suffered m uch in the D esm ond w ar, and on the defeat o f Juan de Aquila 
at K in sale M ahon M ac D on ough O ’ L eary  passed over w ith him out of 
Ireland to Spain.

“ In  the attainders o f 1642 occur the nam es of Connor O ’L eary  of 
C arrign ycorr, Auliff O ’L eary  of Ccnnow ley, w ith further other O ’L earys, 
all located in the C ounty C o rk. In those o f 1691 W illiam  O ’L eary  of 
A g h are, C ounty o f C o rk, stands alone. L ieutenant K ed a gh  L eary  w as one 
o f the officers in K in g  James the Second’ s arm y in 1689. ”  2

B a l l y b o d a n  a n d  C o u r t b r a c k  C a s t l e s .

Situated m uch nearer to C o rk  C ity  than the O ’L eary  C astles, just 
described, are the ruins of B allybodan and C ou rtbrack  C astles, w hose 
nam es even are not m entioned by any of the local w riters above specified.

T h e  w riter o f the recent account o f D rishane C astle , quoted from  fu r
ther on, speaks, o f them as M acC arth y C astles, and but little else seem 
ingly is know n respecting them.

C ro n n elly ’s Irish Fam ily  H istory, P art II ., p a g e  193, includes in its list 
of the M acC arth y s w h o took part in the r is in g  o f 1641, C allagh an  of 
D undereirke, C orm ac M acD on ogh  of C ourtbreac, and Finin M acC arth y 
of B allyvodan.

In the Journal for June, 1894, p a g e  131, an inquiry w a s m ade as to the 
history o f C ourtbrack  C astle, w hich elicited no reply. Its w riter then 
stated that its ruins lay close to F o x ’s B rid ge, a station on the railw ay to 
D onoughm ore, and that som e o f the w alls of the dem esne and garden  w ere 
then left, and also that som e of the castle  w as blow n down six ty  yea rs pre
viously on a very storm y night. “ It w as said to  have been occupied a 
hundred years b ack  by a M r. B utler, w ho had a prison in the castle , and 
w as a very  influential m agistrate. In his time the B larney w eavers would 
not allow  a prisoner to be taken  to C ork  Jail, excep t for som e serious 
offence. D esirin g to punish a man for theft, but fea rin g  a rescue p assin g 
through B larney, this M r. B utler w rote a letter to the C o rk  jailor, and 
sent it by this m an, w ith  a w arran t enclosed for his com m ittal. T h e man 
took  it, and w as rather am azed when he w as asked by the jailor to  w a lk  
inside. ”

2 The names o f the O’Learys indieted o f  treason by the Earl o f Cork at Youghal on 
August 2nd, 1642, and outlawed in the King’s Bench, are given in Dr. Caulfield’s “ Council 
Book o f Kinsale,”  page 337, as follows:—Auliffe of Currowhy, Cnogher of Gortivashy, 
Art o f Tynegeagh, Dermod Oge o f Tyranea'sye, Cnogher of Gortinechonebully, Cornelius 
MacDonogh and Donell of Grange, Lisagh of Inshuorane, Teige o f Tirremspiddogy, Teige 
McDermody of Comenyhabilly, Art of Mullinevarrodigy, Donell and Teige Donell and 
Dermod o f Carrigneeorry (Carrignacurra'), Art O’Leary of Carrignegillagh (Carrig- 
naneela?), and Dermott O’Lemy (O’Leary]) of Kilcraskowe, all o f whom were described 
as “ gentlemen.”

A recent worthy representative o f the O’Learys was the late Mr. Denis A. O’Leary, 
o f Kilbolane Cottage, Newtown, Charleville. Not claiming to be more than “ a working 
farmer,”  he was, besides that, an ardent and able archaeologist, who took the keenest 
interest in the history and antiquities of his native country and county. He con
tributed to the “ Journal”  o f the E.S.A.I., and almost from its beginning to  this 
“ Journal,”  in which his most notable paper, “ The Polk Lore of the Months,”  appeared 
under the pseudonym of “ Manaan Mac Lir.”  Mr. O’Leary died on the 19th of March, 
1906, in his 60th year, and was interred in the burial ground o f  the O’Learys at Drum- 
collogher.
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( P h o to  hv D r . P . G. L e e .)

T h e  L a t e  M r . D .  A .  O ' L e a r y .
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NOTES ON SOME CASTLES OF MID-CORK. 63

T h e M a cC a rth ys o f C ourtbreac or C ou rtb rack , w ere descended, as 
stated in C ron n elly ’s Irish Fam ily H istory, P a rt I I I .,  p a g e  177, from  D on ogh 
M acCarthy-na-m ona, so-called from  the P recep tory o f M ourne (M ourne 
Abbey), the lands around w hich he had becom e possessed of. H e was, the 
son of Corm ac and gran dson  of the T a d g  M acC arth y, L ord  M u skerry, w ho 
w as born in 1447. H e left a son, D erm od M acC arthy-na-m ona, w ho 
lived and died a t C ou rtbreac, the fam ily  residence, lea vin g  a son, E oghan  
(Owen), called o f C ourtbreac, w ho, d yin g in 1790, w as interred in K ilcrea  
Abbey. T h is E ogh an  M acC arth y le ft a son, C harles, w h o becam e a 
General in the service o f the K in g  of P o rtu ga l, in w hich country he died in 
1792, lea vin g  an only dau gh ter, w ho died issueless in C o rk  in 1832, and 
w as interred, pursuant to her d yin g request, in K ilcrea  A bbey. ’ ’

In the Gentlem an’ s M agazine for 1790 appeared the fo llo w in g  obituary 
notice o f this E ogh an  M acC arth y  o f C o u rtb re a c :— “ N ear B larney, 
County C o rk , aged  84 yea rs (died), O w en M acC arth y, com m only called 
M aster-na-m ona. H e has le ft an only son, now  G overnor of M iranda, 
and Colonel o f a R egim en t o f H orse in the P o rtu gu ese service. T h e 
deceased had 15 brothers, 13 o f whom  em igrated  for bread, after losin g 
their estates in that kingdom , and w ere prom oted to  officers o f h igh posi
tion in the arm ies o f Fran ce, Spain, P o rtu ga l and G erm an y .”

From  M r. Jam es B u ck le y ’s N ote in the Journal for O ctober-D ecem ber,
1901, in reference to the gran d-daughter o f this O w en  M acC arth y, it 
appears that he upheld at C ou rtb rack  a feudal state and profuse hos
p itality, little consistent w ith  the altered fortunes o f the fam ily. T h is  O w en 
M acC arth y had rem ained an alien in his fa th e r ’s land, incapacitated  and 
fettered by its law s, the hopes and visions o f his youth b lighted, and a t his 
death leavin g nothing but a nam e and the m em ory of b yg o n e years to his 
descendants, o f whom  the sole survivor seem s to have been his gra n d 
daughter, the M iss Anne M acC arth y above referred to, w hose death 
occurred at K y r l ’s Q u a y, C o rk , on the 13th o f A u g u st, 1832, in the 76th 
year o f her age.

It  w a s  probably subsequent to her gra n d fa th er ’s death that C ou rtbrack  
C astle  passed into the possession of the M r. B utler nam ed above.

T h e  accom p an yin g illustration of B allybodane or B allyvodane C astle , 
from  a ph otograph o f it taken  by me a few  y ea rs  b ack , shows that little 
is now left o f this castle . Its rem ains lie at a short distance to the north o f 
C ourtbrack.

B esides the still im posing ruins o f C astle  M acD o n o gh , otherw ise K an - 
turk  C astle , already described and illustrated in this Journal, built by one 
o f the M a cC a rth ys, they had also, D r. Sm ith states, another castle  called 
C u rragh  a little  to the north o f K an tu rk .

K i l m e e d y , D r i s h a n e , D r o u m s i c a n e  a n d  D r o m a g h  C a s t l e s .

A w a y  to the north-w est o f the Iveleary country, and in the im m ediate 
vicinity o f  M illstreet, stand the ruined castle  of K ilm eedy and D rishane 
Castle, w hich has been restored. B oth  are in the parish o f D rish an e, and 
situated on the confines o f the baronies o f M agonihy, W e s t M uskerry, and 
Duh allow.

K ilm eedy C astle , as stated b y C ronnelly, w as erected by D erm od M ac-
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6 4  CORK HISTORICAL AND ARCHÆOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

C arth y in 1436, and D rishane by his son in 1445, w hich latter date does 
not appear, how ever, to be quite correct.

D rishane C astle  and M illstreet T ow n , w hose orig in al nam e w as 
Coom legan e, lie quite close to the northern boundary o f the B aron y of W e st 
M uskerry, w hich form s the w estern  portion of the broad m iddle zone o f the 
C ounty C ork— that ly in g  betw een the line o f railw ay connecting K illarn ey 
w ith L ism ore on the north, and that lin kin g Y o u g h a l w ith M acroom  on the 
south. T h e first-nam ed line o f ra ilw ay m ight, in fa ct, be said to form  the 
dividing line betw een the B aron y of W e s t M uskerry and that o f D uhallow , 
w hich latter barony constitutes the north-w estern extrem ity o f the C oun ty 
C o rk , w ith  K erry  on its w estern  and L im erick  on its northern side.

In this D uhallow  district are, or rather w ere, several castles, o f w hich 
scarcely any mention has heretofore been m ade in this Journal. T hese 
D uhallow  castles w ere chiefly ow ned by the O ’K eeffes and the M acA uliffs, 
tw o  once im portant septs, now  lo n g  fallen from  their form er greatn ess and 
renown, w hose h istory w ill be, to som e extent, recalled further on in this 
paper.

D r. Sm ith speaks o f K ilm eedy as a sm all castle  o f the O ’D on aghues 
(sic), now  (circa 1750) in ruins, near w hich w a s a redoubt for half a 
com pany. B ut L e w is ’s Topographical Dictionary  records it as h a vin g  been 
built by one of the M acC arth ys in 1445 “ to  com m and the w ild m ountain 
pass from  M acroom  to K illarn e y,”  and adds that its ruins are near the 
old m ail-coach road.

O ur illustration shows that K ilm eedy C astle  is still in a fa ir state of 
preservation, m inus, how ever, the stone w o rk  of its doorw ay and w indow s, 
which a n eighbouring farm er, w e have been inform ed, tore aw ay from  it 
som e years ago .

T h e  only episode in the history o f K ilm eedy C astle  that w e have been 
able to d iscover is the fo llow in g trag ic  one from  E arl C laren do n ’s H istory  
of the R ebellion and C ivil W ars in Ireland, ”  London, 172 1, as reproduced 
in M ichael D a v itt ’s Speech before the Special C om m ission ,”  London, 1890, 
p a g e  3 8 7 :— “ Anno 51 (1651). C harles M acC arth y, of K illm yd y, b ein g in 
a party  w ith  C olon el P h ayre at the g ra te  (sic) o f his castle , C olonel 
In goldsb y rides up to the g r a te  w ith a sp an ’d pistol and shot him dead, 
at w hich action the said P hayre w a s  m uch dissatisfied, b ein g com m ander- 
in-chief o f that party. ’ ’

D rishane C astle  h avin g becom e the property in 1908 o f the “ D am es de 
St. M a u r,”  a iFrench C atholic teach in g sisterhood, know n also  a s  the 
“ C on gregation  of the H oly  Child J e su s,”  an interesting account o f D rishane 
C astle  appeared in the C ork E xam iner  of N ovem ber 30th o f that year, from  
which is extracted  the fo llow in g notice o f this M acC arth y C astle

“ From  D erm ot M acC arth y, K in g  of C o rk , w h o surrendered C ork  
to the E n glish  in the 12th century, w a s descended D erm ot M ore, ancestor 
o f the branches o f the M acC arth ys o f C lan fadda, D rishane, C arrign am u ck  
(or D ripsey), C ou rtb rack , C logh roe, and C arrign avar.

“ In 1450 D erm ot M acC arth y built the C astle  o f D rishane, as shown 
by a m onum ent in the ancient burial-ground in its dem esne, on w hich is 
the inscription : ‘ Sacred to the m em ory of D on ogh M acC arth y, w hose g re a t 
grandfather, D erm ot M acC arth y, second son of T a d g h  M acC arth y, Lord 
of M uskerry, built the C astle  o f D rishane, 1450.’
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D r i s h a n e  C a s t l e  f r o m  N.W.
{Photo by D r. P. G. Lee, September, 1910.)

K i l m e e d y  C a s t l e .

(iBy perm ission  o f  M r . J . 0 ' M ahony.)
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NOTES ON SOME CASTLES OF MID-COKK. 65

‘ ‘ T h is D on ogh died a few  yea rs before the sequestration  of his estate 
at the g rea t a g e  of 122, h avin g been born in 1517, and died in 1639.

“ T h e sam e m onum ent also further reco rd s: ‘ H is son, D erm ot M ac
C arthy, of D rishan e C astle , and his grandson , D on ogh  M acC arth y, o f 
Drom een, who forfeited the fam ily  estate o f D rishane, 1641, and died the 
is t of O ctober, 1725, a ged  106 years.

“ In 1641 D rish an e C astle  w as garrison ed  in support o f C harles I ., 
and it w as also garrison ed  durin g the Fen ian  outbreak in 1867. A  g rea t 
oak door, h eavily  sheeted w ith  iron, situated in the low er tow er, and 
facin g w est, has several rents in it, as if torn by bullets. A bout 1643 
additions w ere m ade to this castle , several fire-places in w hich bear that 
date, w ith the m onogram  ‘ W , ’ thus m arkin g the tim e of its occupation 
by the W a llise s— w hose m otto, ‘ F ortis et fidelis,’ is also to be seen in 
several places in it— a fam ily w ho continued the ow ners o f D rishane C astle 
till the close o f the 19th century.

“ T h e late L ad y  B eaum ont, w hose first husband w as a W a llis , put this 
castle into perfect repair, and it w a s w ell m aintained by the late M r. W illiam  
W allis, w ho w a s a noted a gricu ltu rist and cattle  breeder.

“ In or about 1882 the D rishan e estate w ent into the C ou rt o f Chancery 
on the application of some Insurance Com panies, w here it rem ained until 
June 4th, 1912, when the property w as sold before Judge R o ss to M r. 
Stack, of F erm oy, from  w hom , through M r. Cornelius D u g g a n  of C o rk, 
D rishane C astle  w as purchased by its present possessors, the D am es of 
St. M a u r.”

T he origin al w riter o f the article in the C ork E xam iner  on D rishane 
C astle fell into an error in sta tin g  that the P o p e ’s N uncio, R inuccini, 
visited D rishane C astle , just as others have done o f late in dubbing him 
Cardinal, a title he never attained to. T h e  castle  w hich that P ap al N uncio 
actually visited in this neighbourhood in 1645, as stated in the late R ev. 
C. P. M eehan’s Confederation o f K ilken n y  (D uffy, D ublin, 1882, p. 137) 
w as D rom sicane, not D rishane.

“  Having passed four days in Macroom, the Nunzio, accompanied by the Bishop of 
Ardfert and Egan, Bishop o f R o s b , set out for Dromsicane, the residence o f Dermod 
MacCarthy, a junior branch of that princely house. Here he was met by Richard 
Butler, Brother of Lord Ormond, at the head o f two troops o f horse. The lord of 
Dromsicane, MacDonogh, surnamed Donogh MacCarthy, then a widower, and Donogh, 
his son, whose wife was Lord Muskerry’s sister, entertained the Nunzio and all who 
came with him splendidly. From Dromsicane they proceeded to Clonmeen, the castle 
of Donogh O'Callaghan, chief of I t ’ s  name, who entertained with rare magnificence the 
crowd of nobles and gentry that flocked thither to do homage to the representative of 
the Holy See.”

From  Clonm een the N uncio proceeded to K ilm allock, and thence by 
slow stages to K ilkenn y.

D rom sicane or D roum sicane C astle is situated, accordin g to L e w is ’s 
Topographical Dictionary, in Cullen, a parish 3J m iles (Irish) north of 
M illstreet. “ On the b an ks' o f the B lackw ater at D roum sicane are the 
picturesque ruins o f an extensive square fortification, flanked by a round 
tower at each angle. It had form erly a lo fty  square tow er in the ce n tre .”

D r. Smith calls this castle  D rum shicane, and describes it as a fortified 
castle of the O ’K ie fs  (sic), w ith turrets and high square tow er in the centre, 
all lately demolished (i.e., before the middle o f the 18th century). T h e 
w alls, Smith adds, w ere built o f flat stones or flags, exceedin gly w ell 
cemented.
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6 6  CORK HISTORICAL AND ARCHÆOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

O ur illustration of D rom sicane C a stle  shows that its turrets and con
n ecting w all are all that are now  left o f it. It is now used a s  a farm yard.

C ronnelly, in his Irish Fam ily H istory, m entions rather va g u ely  this 
castle  in his account o f the O ’K eeffes, w hose territory in this part of the 
C oun ty C o rk  w a s know n, he states, as “ P obble O ’Keeffe.

“ T h e chief residences of the lords o f this country w e r e ,”  Cronnelly 
w rites, “ D rum sicane C astle , w hich stood on the northern b an k of the 
B lackw ater ; D ro m agh  C astle , the C astle of D u -A rag ill, D rum tariffe C astle , 
and the castellated  m ansions of Ahane, Cullen, and B allym acquirk. ”

O f these last-nam ed six  structures, D r. Sm ith only m entions D ro m agh  
C astle , situated, he says, south-w est of K a n tu rk , w ell w alled, flanked with 
turrets, and inhabited by M r. P hilpot, and the ruined C astle  o f D u -A rag il, 
w est o f D ro m ag h , in the parish o f Cullen, both o f w hich castles, Sm ith 
further states, w ere built by the O ’K iefs. D ro m agh  C a stle  is also m en
tioned in L e w is ’ s Dictionary  as h avin g been once the residence o f the 
O ’K eeffes, “ a square enclosure, flanked by four circular tow ers, one of 
w hich, w ith  part of the enclosure, has been (1837) converted into offices.”

Ju d gin g by the illustration of D ro m agh  C astle  in O ’F la n a g a n ’ s B la ck 
water in M unster  (1844), D ro m agh  C astle  grea tly  resem bled D rum sicane, 
w ith its central tow er, as in the case  o f the latter castle a lso  gone.

D rom agh C astle  has lately been described and illustrated by Colonel 
G rove W h ite  in his section of this Journal.

O f the three castellated  m ansions of the O ’K eeffes named by C ronnelly, 
v iz ., A gh an e, Cullen and B allym acquirk, no trace or recollection appears 
to ex ist a t present in M illstreet, though these buildings m ust have survived 
till com paratively recent tim es, if Cronnelly w a s correct in his reference to 
them.

T h e present structure know n as D u arrig le  C astle  is a very pretty  modern 
building in castellated style, erected doubtless on the site of the old castle  
w hose name it bears. In G ib son ’s H istory o f C ork  (1861), vo l i i . , p. 482, 
it is stated that D u a rra g il C astle had been g rea tly  im proved by 
D octor Justice o f M allow , w hose fam ily  had been in possession o f the 
property for nearly tw o hundred years. T h e sam e w o rk  describes D rom agh 
C astle  as the property o f N icholas P hilpot L eader, ly in g  about four m iles 
south-w est o f K a n tu rk , from  w hich castle  (i.e., D rom agh) L ord  M uskerry 
m arched out in 1652 to  encounter L ord  B rogh ill at the fam ous b attle of 
K n ockn aclash y, near Clonm een.

C onsiderable inform ation as to  the O ’K eeffes and their connection w ith 
G lanw orth in the north-east p art o f the C oun ty C ork  w a s g iv en  by Coroner 
Jam es B yrne, J .P ., in his interesting paper on “ G lan w o rth ”  in the O ct.- 
D e c ., 1912, num ber o f this Journal. B ut there is still much of their history 
to b e told, as w ill be seen by the fo llow in g extra cts  from  R ichard  F . 
C ro n n elly ’s Irish Fam ily H istory, P a rt II. pp. 198-211, D ublin, 18 6 4 :—

" The O’Keeffes,” writes Cronnelly, “ are a senior family of the Eoganachts of the 
race o f Heber, and derive their name and descent from Camh, called Art Caemh, or 
Art the Handsome, according to a pedigree in the possession of the late Sir William 
Betham, which shows Art Oge O’Keeffe (1547-1610) to have been o f the 23rd generation in 
descent from Finghin, 27th from Gairbre Crom, and 31st in descent from Nadfrach, 
King of Munster. Another Irish manuscript makes him only 16th from Finghin, whilst 
the Genealogical Book o f Duald Mac Firbis, the Connaught Genealogist, makes this 
same Art O’Keeffe 29th in descent from the above-named Cairbre Crom. The Mac
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D r o u m s i c a n e  C a s t l e .

{Photo by D r . P .  G. L es , Septem ber, 19 t o .)

D r o m a g h  C a s t l e  i n  1 8 4 4 .

{Sketched from  O' F lanagans  “  B la ck w a ter  in  M u n s t e r b y  M r. M . H olland.

This content downloaded from www.corkhist.ie

All use subject to CHAS Terms and Conditions

Digital content (c) CHAS 2014



NOTES ON SOME CASTLES OF MID-CORK. 6 7

Firbis Book gives the descent also of another branch o f the O’Keeffes, Beos (sic) David, 
Thomas Conor Core, and Tadgh, as 10th in descent from the Hugh from whom the 
aforesaid Art O’Keeffe was 13th in descent.

“ The O’Keeffes," Cronnelly further states, “ were hereditary marshals o f the forces 
of Desmond, and they found MacCarthy More in 12 horse and 100 kerne in time o f war. 
By O’Heerin they are styled Chiefs of Glenamhan or Glanworth, and they also were 
styled Chiefs o f Feara-Muighe, i.e., Fermoy, and of Irluachra in the Barony o f Duhallow, 
of which latter O’Heerin wrote:—

“ O'Keeffe o f the handsome brown brows is Chief of Irluachair o f the fertile lands.3
“ A.D. 994. Donogh O’Keeffe, Marshal of the forces of Munster, defeated the Danes at 

Dundalk.
“ A.D. 1063. Oeallach O’Keeffe, an anchorite, died.
“ A.D. 1135. Finghin O’Keeffe, lord o f  Fermoy Feine, was slain. [D’Alton makes 

him lord of Glanworth, and states that in A.D. 1161 Hugh O'Keeffe, lord o f Fermoy, 
was slain.]

“ A.D. 1582. Art, son of Donal O'Keeffe, and father of the Art Oge O’Keeffe, named 
above, died on the 21st of March this year, 'seized in the fee of the castle, town and 
lands of Dromagh, containing one quarter o f land of Cullyne, o f one quarter of land 
Dwangan, and one quarter of Claragh, all situate, lying and being in the barony of 
Duhallow, and held from the Queen in capife.’ He had married Helena, daughter of 
Conor, son of Donogh MacTadg Roe O’Callaghan, by whom (who died 18th October, 1593) 
he left issue Manus (married to the daughter of Sir Donogh MacCarthy Reagh), Hugh, 
Donal, a daughter (married to Murrogh Na Marte MacStweeny), and Art Oge O’Keeffe, his 
successor."

The Art O’Keeffe whose death Cronnelly records as having occurred in 1582 was, he 
says, chieftain in 1583, when the Earl o f Desmond made a predatory incursion into 
Kerry at harvest-time this year, and sent a party of his kernes or foot soldiers to 
plunder Art O’Keeffe in Luachair-Deadhaigh or Irluachar. But O’Keeffe having pursued 
these depredators to the Desmond camp, a battle ensued, and he and his son, Hugh 
O’Keeffe, were slain. Art Oge was liberated soon after, and inaugurated “The O’Keeffe."

“ Born in 1547, Art Oge O’Keeffe, the new chieftain, married Honoria, daughter of 
Dermod Mac Donal Cartie o f Iniskean (now Enniskean) by his wife Ellinor, daughter 
of Sir Oormac MacCarthy Reagh, and by her he left issue Daniel called o f Ballymaquirk, 
Donogh o f Crulbeggan (who died May 14th, 1614, leaving a son, Donal, born 1601), and 
Matius, his successor. On the death of Art Oge O'Keeffe on May 31st, 1610,4 Manus 
O’Keeffe of Dromagh, born in 1567, became “ Chief o f his Nation." He left two sons, 
Hugh and Donal, who was his successor.

“ This Donal O’Keeffe, o f Dromagh, the son and successor o f Manus, married first 
the daughter o f his kinsman, Art O’Keeffe, and, secondly, the daughter o f Lord Viscount 
Roche, o f Fermoy, by whom he had issue Hugh, Connor, Ellinor, Caemh, Arthur, and 
his successor, Donal, who was a member o f the Catholic Convention o f 1647, and 
obtained the command o f a  company of foot in the Catholic Confederate Army.

“ Donal O’Keeffe o f Dromagh, the son and successor of Donal, married Johanna

3 Cronnelly gives also a literal translation by Michael O’Longan, o f CaTrignavar, o f 
a genealogical poem in Irish composed for the O’Keeffes by Tadg, son o f  David 
McBruodin, historiographer and poet to the Dalcassians, which is too long for repro
duction here.

4 Under 1610, Cronnelly records that Sir Edward Fitzgerald obtained a grant from 
King James I. of one of the castles o f Tadg O’Keeffe, with the lands therewith apper
taining. But he does not name the castle nor the branch of the O'Keeffes to which it 
belonged. Two years later (i.e., 1612), as stated in D’Alton’s “ King James’s Army List," 
Arthur O’Keeffe o f  Dromagh passed patent for various castles, lands, &c., which were 
thereupon erected into the Manor o f Dromagh, with markets, fairs, courts and tolls. 
In 1619 he had a further grant of the manor, castle and mill o f Dunbullog, with various 
townland8, the advowson o f the vicarage, and liberty to impark 200 acres, to create 
tenures, hold courts leet and baron, and enjoy all waifs and strays, &c.

On page 323 o f Caulfield’s “ Council Book of Kinsale" occurs the following curious 
entry “ 1602. Apud Shandon, 4 Aug., 1602. Coram Will. Saxey, Armig. Dep. Jus. 
Momonia. David Dns. Viscount Fermoy recog. se debere Dnae. Reg. CCCs. sterling. 
Condition. Whereas, Art Oge O’Keefe, second son and pledg o f Art O’Keeffe, gent., 
/for himself and such o f his tenants and followers as he hath undertaken for, is, at the 
instance of David Lo: Fermoye, delivered out of the Gent. Porter's Ward of this pro
vince into the custody of his lordship for 15 days next ensueing. I f  the body of the 
said Art, at the expiration o f the same, be re-delivered in Cork, &c., this recog. to be 
void. Will. Saxey."
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Everett, alias Butler, by whom be left a son, Daniel O’Keeffe, o f Dromagh, who com
manded a company of foot under James the Second at Aughrim, where he was slain. 
Donal O'Keeffe married first Elizabeth Boche, and, secondly, Anne, daughter of 
Dominick Sarsfield o f Cork, by whom he had a son, Donal Oge O’Keeffe, a distinguished 
ensign in Boiseleau’s Infantry; Denis, Caemh, called of Bandon; Mary Anne, and 
Arthur.

“ This last Arthur married the daughter of Eoghan Mac Sweeny, by whom he had 
four sons, Keeffe, Eoghan, Arthur, and Daniel O'Keeffe o f Bandon, who married Mary, 
daughter of Cornelius O’Delany, by whom he had issue Arthur, who died November 
5th, 1828; Keeffe, Cornelius, William, Joseph, and Francis."

(To be Continued).

Some West Cork Place Names.

B y J. M. B U R K E , B .L .

H E  fo llow in g paper consists of various unconnected notes 
about some of the Place names of the C arberies. It deals 
m ainly w ith w ords in which the Irish form  has been cor
rupted or obscured, or in which the ancient name has been 
entirely extruded by an E n glish  one. T h e A b breviation  
“ O .S .”  stands for O rdnance S u rvey, and “ G .C .L .”  for 
the ancient tract intituled the “ G en ealogy of C orea L aidhe. ”  

T h e townland of F arran ag illa  is partly in the parish o f C astlehaven  
and partly in the parish o f A bbeystrew rey : the w ord is locally pronounced 
Farran-ee-yilla. H ere old docum ents help us to elucidate its etym ology. 
In the M cC arth y R eag h  Inquisition (1636 A .D .)  it is w ritten  Farranm ac- 
gu llym ichael, and in the C opp inger g ra n ts F arrengilleevih il. N ow , 
O ’Gillam ichael w as a sub-chieftain o f the C orea L aidhe, and his territory, 
accordin g to G .C .L .,  extended from  Uednn fíxiÁm to U é d l d td  pedtridun, 
and from  Cedn)n mdpd to Updig Omiid. Uednn fvôdm  (the peak  of the 
fa iry  hillock) is the place that appears in the O .S . m ap as Beanteane (i.e., 
Ucdrm c-pindm ), and now  com m only called B ean H ill, in the tow nland of 
Farrenconnor, overlo okin g T o e  H ead, the m ost southerly point o f C astle
haven parish. Cedun mdpd (head of sea) is the m ost inland part o f C astle
haven B ay at Rinneen ,and is the eastern boundary of C astlehaven . T h e 
nam e is preserved in the b rid ge there, which is called t)é d t cm ii mdpd. 
Updig oirmd (O ak strand) is T rag u m in a  B ay at the w estern  end of C astle
haven. I am unable to identify Uédt, d td  pedtridnn, w hich w a s the northern 
boundary. T h ere is a varian t U éd t ÁtA pendln. M aybe it is the O w en- 
shingane (dbdmn nd pedng^n, or P ism ire River) in parish o f C ah eragh . 
T h ere is, I believe, a ford near D rim oleague called d t  pedng (slender ford). 
T h a t m ay be the place. T h e G .C .L . records o f the O ’G illam ichaels : “ O f 
this tribe w as the man w ho for his m eans w as the m ost bountiful th at ever 
cam e to our kn ow ledge, v iz ., the representative o f B earchan, the g rea t 
V ica r  O ’G illam ichael, w ho on account o f his hospitality w as called Spdpdn 
O p ld ig te  (Open P u rse).”  T h e old name of the parish of C astlehaven  w as
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