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S e c o n d  S e r i e s — V o l .  XVI. No. 85,] [Ja n u a r y — M a r c h , 1910.

Journal of the 

Cork Historical and Archaeological Society.

T h e Castles of Ballincollig and Carrigrohane, 

County Cork.

T  is som ew hat stran g e to  find th at no detailed account, nor 
even a v iew  of B allin collig  C astle , stan din g as it does so 
clo se  to C o rk  C ity , has as y et appeared in the “ Jou rn al,”  
though it m ust be said th at a brief description of it from  
the pen of the late John H enry P arke r, a distinguished 
O xfo rd  arch æ ologist, w a s published in the num ber for 
January, 1895.

B allin collig  C astle  is ve ry  sum m arily referred to in D r. S m ith ’s “ C o r k ”  ; 
but in “ T u c k e y ’s C o rk  R em em brancer”  (1837) there is a fa irly  good  descrip
tion of it, w hilst W in d ele  supplies a rather interestin g and later account of it 
in his “ N o tices o f C o r k ,”  first published about seventy yea rs a go .

T u c k e y ’ s notice of B allin collig  C astle  occurs in his Introductory E ssay , 
p. x ix ., prefixed to the “ R em em brancer”  ; and form s a part o f of his interest
in g  general observations therein on the C astles of the C oun ty of C ork  :—  
“ T h e  lords o f both races (i.e ., C eltic  and A n glo-N orm an) w ere, he w rites, 
actors and abettors in the enorm ities th at w ere (then) com m itted. C attle  
w ere the g re a t object o f p lun der; and as they w ere alm ost the only sort 
of m ovable property scarcely  an y other sort of theft w a s  know n. T o  pro
tect their cattle , and probably also th at o f their tenants, seem s to have 
been a principal object w ith  the lords and gen try. A  g re a t castle  w ith 
its ballium , like those o f the A n glo-N orm an s, w ould not h ave answ ered 
this purpose, as it w ould afford refu ge  only to the cattle  of its neighbour
hood. H ence w e  find the w h ole country studded w ith castles o f a sm all 
size. T h e  B aron y of F erm oy, form erly the property o f the L ords R oche, 
is ve ry  full o f them  ; and this w a s probably the reason w h y  Sidney found 
it, in the reign  of E lizabeth , the b est inhabited part of the C oun ty C ork. 
T h ese castles w ere said to be so placed th at each is visib le to those near it, 
form ing a chain o f sign al tow ers. W e  have ourselves in p assin g through 
th at district observed three to w hich this rem ark is applicable.

“ T h e C astle  o f B allin collig , about five m iles w estw ard  of the C ity  of 
C o rk , is an in terestin g specim en of such castles. T h e  ballium  or baw n 
is o f an irregu lar shape, adapted to the rocky elevation  on w hich it stands ; 
and consists o f a stron g w all nearly five feet th ick  and about fifteen feet 
h igh , en closing a space o f from  seven ty to a hundred feet across. T h e 
space on the top w a s defended b y a p arap et; there w ere flights o f steps 
lead in g to it in different places, the w all near these steps b ein g  much 
th icker than elsew here, to afford room  to those p a ssin g  on the top. A t

i
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2 CORK HISTORICAL AND ARCHÆOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

the bottom  of the parap et are sm all holes for shooting through, and larger 
ones nearer the ground. T h e use o f flan king tow ers seem s to h ave been 
hardly know n to the builder; there is, how ever, one a t the south-east 
corner, but w ea k  and ill-adapted to the purpose, and a sm aller one near it, 
whose use is not easily  conjectured.

“ In the north w all, which is on the top of a rock, are three handsom e 
h igh  cut-stone loopholes, one o f them  double. In his ‘ V iew s in Ire la n d ,’ 
M r. R . O ’C allagh an  N ew enham  represents them  as G othic w in dow s, and 
he also represents a h igh  buttress at one of the corners o f the tow er, 
w hich never had existence. T h ro u gh  these loopholes it w a s probably 
intended to enjoy the prospect d urin g intervals of quiet, as w ell as to 
annoy b esieg ers a t other tim es. It is rem arkable that this w all is so 
constructed in its w hole extent as to incline and overh an g som ew hat 
tow ards the inside. T h e area w ithin is in its natural state, rocky  and 
very  uneven.

“ T h e tow er or keep (if it deserves the name) stands at one side w ithin 
the enclosure, and w a s built w ithout any v iew  tow ards stren gth , the chief 
reliance seem ing to be placed in the strengh of the outer w all. It is nearly 
square, about six ty  feet h igh , and about fifteen in diam eter. A ll the floors 
are o f stone on solid arches as a preservative a g a in st fire. In order to 
support them the tw o w alls on w hich they rest are much th icker than the 
others. T h e staircase is so narrow  that it resem bles a chim ney ; and the 
room s are so sm all that it is hard to conceive how  persons of any con
sideration could endure such a residence. T h ey  are w h olly  destitute of 
w indows, even to the top, and the extrem ely narrow  loopholes are hardly 
sufficient to adm it air enough for breathing. T h ere w as evidently, h ow 
ever, a h exago n al structure near the tow er, p artly  form ed by a projection 
of the w all o f the ballium , and furnished w ith  a w indow . T h is  m ay have 
been the hall w here gu ests  w ere entertained. A  la rg e  m ass o f the w all 
o f this latter building, about five or six  feet thick, w a s  lately  overthrow n, 
evidently b y  gunpow der. O ther parts also w ere injured ; but it w as 
found m ore ad van tageou s to procure stones from  the adjacent r o c k .’ ’

B a rre tt ’s C astle  o f B allin collig , W in dele tells us, stands about a mile 
south-w est o f the v illa g e  (near w hich there is now  a station on the M acroom  
line, 61 m iles from  Cork).

“ T h is b uild in g form s an irregu lar quadrangle. It is based on an 
isolated lim estone rock, w hich rises to no very  considerable h eigh t, in the 
m idst of a gen tly  undulated plain ; and consists o f a la rg e  fortified baw n 
or enclosure and a slender keep or tow er about forty  feet in height. T h is 
latter stands at the east side o f the b aw n ; and is vaulted  inside. T h e 
cham bers are of uncom m only sm all dim ensions, m easuring in len gth  five 
feet, and breadth four feet, each occupying the entire internal space. T h e 
ascent is by a narrow  and difficult stone staircase, w hich, as it approaches 
the upper apartm ent, becom es spiral and more inconvenient. O f the 
enclosing w alls of the baw n, that to the south w a s defended by a tow er 
in the centre and another at the south-east a n g le 1— the latter b ein g vaulted  
and lit by loops. A  portion of the north w all is perforated by a ran ge  of

1 In  his account of C astlem ore b y  M ovid d y (“ Jou rn al”  fo r  O ctober, 1892), the late 
M r. H . W . G illraan  notes that ir. the south-eastern tow er at B a llin c o llig  are two loop
holes exa ctly  sim ilar in form  and position to two in C astlem ore. by M o v id d y ; and this is 
not the only point in w hich B a llin c o llig  resem bles that of C astlem ore  b y  M o vid d y.
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CASTLES OF BALLINCOLLIG AND CARRIGROHANE. 3

four w indow s o f irregu lar dim ensions ; tw o are double-headed lancets, one 
a single lancet, and the fourth an oblong loop. T h e buildings w hich these 
lit h ave disappeared. In the baw n or area the cattle o f the chief, as w ell 
as of the n eighbouring serfs, w ere kept in tim es of danger, when invasion 
or a creach2 or fo ray  w as threatened. Beneath the keep a dark  natural 
cavern runs som e distance in the solid rock  ; and around the w hole lay  a 
deep m oat, part of w hich, much choked up, rem ains at the w est side. T h is  
^astle is said to have been built in the reign  of E dw ard the T hird. In 
1612 Andrew  B arrett w a s one of the C ounty representatives in P arliam ent. 
In M ay, 1642, this castle w a s taken b y  the L ord  P resid en t’ s forces, probably 
about the sam e tim e that B a rre tt ’ s other castle , C arrigro h an e, w as taken. 
In the w ar of the R evolution  it w a s garrison ed  for Jam es the Second.

In L e w is ’s “ T op ograp h ical D iction ary o f Irelan d ”  it is stated that in 
the M ay of 1641 this castle w a s in the possession o f the insurgents, w ho 
were dispossessed by Crom w ell in 1645; and that a fter the flight o f Jam es 
II. in 1689 it fell into decay.

A s P a rk e r ’s description of this castle  deals w ith  it from  another and 
later point o f view , show in g w h at its appearance w a s exa ctly  fifty years a go , 
it is here reproduced :—

“ B allincollig , near C o rk , appears to be of the 13th century. It consists 
of a very  tall square tow er on the sum m it o f a rock, w ith considerable 
rem ains o f the w all of enceinte (or enclosure), w hich has bastions and 
other buildings attached to it, en closing the bailey. T h e  ground room 
is vaulted , and had no entrance excep tin g by a trapdoor from  above, so 
that it w as probably the prison. T h e  room  on the first floor is also vaulted  ; 
the space w ithin the w a lls  is only ten feet b y  e igh t ; the entrance w a s into 
this room  w ith  a slop in g road up to it, carried on arches. T h e w indow s 
are all sm all sin gle ligh ts, m ostly w ith  pointed heads, some square
headed ; one has a trefoil head, w ith various incised ornam ents on the 
surface over it, apparently a stone taken from  some ancient b uild in g and 
used again . T h e  second storey is vaulted, and has seats in the jam b of 
the w indow s, a drain from  a lavatory, and a sm all square cupboard in the 
w all over it. T h e  upper room  or chief cham ber has w indow s on all four 
sides, w ith  a socket for the iron rod of the casem ent to w o rk  upon. T h ere 
is no fireplace in the w hole tow er, w hich w a s probably m ore of a K eep  for

2  C r e a c h . — In  connection w ith  one o f  these creachs there is a tra g ic  story nar
rated b y  W in d e le  in one o f  his m anuscript volum es, now  in the R o y a l Irish  A cadem y, 
D u b lin , w hence the present w riter has extracted i t : — “ T h e  la d y  o f  M ac  C a rth y , lord  of 
K ilcre a , a G era ld in e of Lein ster, lent L ieu ten an t B arrett, of B a llin c o lly , a bod y o f  
men to go On a ‘creach’ to the C o . L im e rick , he en gaging fo r  their safe return, and 
dep ositing the titles to his estate in her hands. T h e  ‘creach ’ over, he sent home the m en, 
escorted b y  his trustiest captain , and arriv in g  in v iew  o f  the A b b e y  he le f t  them , deem ing 
a ll safe, a fter w h ich  the L a d y  M acC arth y  h ad  them  set on and a ll  s la in . A  w ail cam e 
from her next d ay  to B a llin c o lly  for her m en, and as they w ere no m ore this served as 
a pretext to w ithhold  the deeds. T h e  v illa in y , how ever, w as too flagrant. T h e  G uardian 
of K ilc re a  A b b e y  ad ju d ged  her d elict, and pronounced the m alediction  o f  the Church  on 
her. T h e m alison  w as p rodu ctive. T h e  curse of C ro m w e ll fo llo w ed , and her castle w as 
battered and taken. In  the disguise and rags o f  a b eggar she escaped from  the beleaguered 
tow er and wandered, in a state o f  p reg nan cy and w ant tow ards D u b lin , in search of her 
kindred. N ear that city , overcom e w ith  fatigu e and suffering, she la y  in at a roadside 
h u t;  but her statem ent resp ectin g her q u a lity  w as lo n g  d isbelieved , nor could  she p revail 
on anyone to convey a m essage to her p eo p le, un til a more credulous p h ysician , who 
succoured her w ith his leech craft, undertook to do so. U p on  its d elive ry  she w as waited 
on and borne a w a y .”
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4 CORK HISTORICAL AND ARCHÆOLOGICAL SOCIETY,

the last defence than a usual habitation  ; it has no bartizans or projections 
of any kind. T h e bastion tow ers in the w all of enceinte seem  to be o f 
the 15th cen tu ry; the w all itself is very  th ick  and has loopholes, on one 
side there are w indow s of tw o ligh ts, as if o f a hall, and there are a  fire
place and chim ney. T h is  is part o f the w o rk  of the 15th cen tury, and 
seem s to show th at the build in gs in the courtyard  w ere inhabited that 
tim e.”

B allincollig  C astle  and B aw n  as seen a t the present day seem  to have 
altered little or n othing since the tim e they w ere described by W in d ele  and 
P arker. T h e  w indow s, loopholes, and sm all circular holes, the southern 
tow er, the site o f the h exago n al room  mentioned by T u ck e y , and the other 
features specified, can still be easily  recognised. T h e C en tral K eep , 
w hose slenderness g iv e s  it m ore the appearance o f a F ran ciscan  abbey 
tow er than that o f a p lace of defence, looks as if it had received som e 
sort of repairs ; and over the w indow  on the east side a shield has been 
inserted b earin g the m onogram  W , the initial o f W is e , the nam e of the 
fam ily  to w hom  this C astle  now b elon gs, w ith  the date 1857 placed be
neath it.

B allin collig  C astle  stands a little to the w est o f the R a ilw a y  station, at 
the south side of the line to M acroom , w hich p asses quite close to the base 
of the rock  on w hich it is located. T h e  portion of the rock  n earest the 
railw ay presents a bold and precipitous appearance as seen from  beneath 
it at its north side.

O f the A n glo-N orm an  B arretts, the founders of B allin collig  and other 
castles in our C oun ty, a good deal has been already w ritten  in the 
‘ ‘ Jo u rn a l,,”  notably in Colonel G ro ve -W h ite ’ s contribution in the num ber 
for April-June, 1909. W in dele  supplies a few  further particulars respect
in g  them , not, how ever, in connection w ith B allin collig , but in his account 
of C arrigro h an e C astle , w hich stands much nearer than B allin co llig  to 
C o rk  C ity.

F o llo w in g W in d e le ’ s exam ple, these and som e other B arre tt h istoric 
item s are recorded later on in the subjoined notice o f C arrigro h an e C astle.

II.

C arrigro h an e C astle , w rites W in dele, is on the south side o f the L ee, 
and proudly  overh an gs a  steep precipitous c r a g ,3 ris in g  alm ost perpen
dicularly above the m argin  o f the river.

‘ ‘ Seen from  th e w estern  side, the C astle  is a picturesque old structure. 
It consists of tw o  ruinous piles of different eras, sty les, and heigh ts. T h a t 
to the w est is the lo w est and the m ost ancient, it bein g noticed as the C astle  
of C o rgro h a  in E dw ard the F o u rth ’s C h arter to C o rk  C ity , 1464, and as 
the boundary o f the C ity  L iberties.

‘ ‘ Its w a lls  are m assive, en closing narrow  and gloom y cham bers, one 
or tw o of them  b ein g vaulted  dungeons beneath the present surface o f the 
adjacent ground. T h e  larg e r building is the m ore m odern, b elon gin g to 
the style orig in atin g  in the T u d or era, and form in g the medium  betw een 
the ancient castle  and the modern m ansion. Its form  is oblong. T h e

3 R ig h t beneath this rock there is now a station on the M uskerry L ig h t  R a ilw ay .
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CASTLES OF BALLINCOLLIG AND CARRIGROHANE. 5

roof, floors and stairs are g o n e ; and but three o f the origin al four high- 
pitched gables, term inating in chim ney sh afts, rem ain. M achicolated pro
jections occupy the m idw ays of the n orth-east and south-w est an gles. T h e 
entire building w a s divided into three storeys, each floor bein g lighted 
through the north and south w alls b y  four w indow s at each side, over 
the exteriors of w hich the T u d or label m ouldings rem ain, w hilst the 
mullions and greater part of the stone fram e w o rk s have been rem oved. 
T h e door is in the south w all.

“ T h e M acC arth ys, accord in g to tradition, w ere the founders of this 
C astle, doubtless, the older portion. Som e derive its nam e from  R ath- 
neach, the Irish w ord for fern, w ith w hich the steep abounds; w hilst 
others derive it from  the nam e of the founder, T e ig  T u m u lta ig  M acC arth y, 
surnam ed Rodhuin or R ohan, i.e ., the noblem an.4 O f this personage all 
that is know n is that in one o f those ch an ges o f fortune so frequent in the 
Middle A g e s , he found him self confined a prisoner w ithin  the w alls of his 
own C astle ; and that w hen one of his fo llow ers enquired of him under 
his w indow  how  he felt, received in reply the assurance th at he w a s  in the 
last extrem ity through w a n t of food, fire and cloth ing— a fa te  com m on to 
captives o f that period.

“ T h e B arretts, an old A n glo-Irish  fam ily , w ho g a v e  their nam e to the 
adjoining B aron y, afterw ard s possessed this C astle , and probably erected 
the modern structure. T h e  head of that fam ily, w ho styled him self ‘ C hief 
of his N a cio n ,’ resided principally a t B allin collig , about tw o  m iles to the 
w est o f C arrigro h an e. ’ ’

From  T u c k e y ’s “ C ork  R em em brancer”  w e find that in 1317, D ecem ber 
13th, in consequence o f the service of R obert B aret a g a in st the K in g ’s 
enemies in all the m arches under his authority the K in g  gran ted  to his son, 
W illiam , the arrears o f tw o parts o f the lands of G ronagh (sic), in the Co. 
C ork, w hich had com e into the hands o f the K in g .

In 1359 the K in g  h a vin g  heard that W illiam , son of John de B arry , 
and M ilo, son of M ilo de C ourcy, had, on account of certain  supposed 
grievan ces, invaded in a w arlik e m anner the lands of R ichard O g e  B arrett 
and others and burnt their houses, com m anded them  to desist from  per
petuating these enorm ous injuries and to seek for justice from  the law s, 
to w hich he had prom ised to subm it. A  w rit w a s, a t the sam e tim e, 
directed to the Sheriff and C on servators of the P eace to seize those persons 
who had tran sgressed .

C om m enting on this incident in the Introduction to his “ R em em 
b ran cer,”  p a g e  x iii., T u ck e y  w rite s : “ It w a s  optional w ith the g rea t men 
(of that time) w hether they w ould be subjects o f the K in g  or not. If  they 
form ally agreed  to subm it to the authority of the law , they received such 
protection as the G overnm ent could afford ; otherw ise they w ere left to 
defend them selves as best they could. R ichard  O g e  B arrett h a vin g  agreed 
before the L ord  Justice to abide by the law , and his enem ies h a vin g , not
w ithstan din g, taken  the law  into their ow n hands and assailed him  w ith 
force, a m andate w a s issued b y  G overnm ent orderin g them to forbear, pro

4 A s  a ll the o ld  inhabitants of C o rk  pronounce the nam e o f  this C a stle  as if sp elled  
Carrigraw n, it w ould  appear as i f  the first derivation  from  R ahan (fern) w as the correct 
one. Rohan is a surnam e still existin g in the C o . C o rk .
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6 CORK HISTORICAL AND ARCHÆOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

vided B arrett w as ready to abide by the law , as he had prom ised. T h is 
plainly im plied a perm ission to r ig h t them selves by force, in case B arrett 
should be as law less as them selves. ”

1377- O n the 6th of June this year 100 shillings w a s paid to E dw ard  
P erys as a recom pense for a horse of the value o f 20 m arks w hich had 
been killed in an expedition a g a in st the B arretts, rebels in the C oun ty C ork.

O n F eb ru a ry  3rd, 1381, John B ry t and R ichard W yn ch edo n  w ere 
appointed to receive from  S ir Philip F itzw illiam  D e B arry  and to dispose 
of for the a d va n ta ge  o f the K in g  1,000 cow s, which he w a s to receive 
from  R ichard  O g e  B arrett and W illiam , his son, and others, as fines for 
different seditions. O n the 9th o f the sam e month the M ayor and B ailiffs 
of C ork  w ere com m anded to provide a sufficient num ber o f horses to 
brin g R ichard O g e  B arrett and others of the B arretts, w ho w ere in custody 
as h ostages, to W a te r fo r d .”  W h a t their ultim ate fate w a s ‘ ‘T u c k e y ’s Re- 
b ran cer”  does not specify.

On the 30th of January, 1593-4, as recorded in the Egm Ont M S S . 
R eport, vol. i., p a g e  25, K ath erin e B arrett o f B allin collig  h a vin g  b rough t 
her case before the court at D ublin  C astle  a ga in st C orm ock M acD erm ot 
M acCarthyi of B larney C astle , C orm ock w as condem ned to pay a fine of 
£ 1 0  w ith the plaintiff’s ch arges, and to be im prisoned for fifteen d ays, for 
h a vin g  besieged C astle ny hinch and threatened to cut off the heads of 
K a th erin e ’s servants if they w ould not yield  the sam e, and prevented all 
eg ress and in gress for the space of tw o days.

T h e sam e E gm on t M S S ., vol. i., page 27, show s that the B arretts w ere 
quarrellin g fiercely am ongst them selves at this period, ju d g in g  from  the 
fo llow in g p aragrap h s :— •

‘ ‘ 1594 [5], January 29. Edm und B arrett, o f M o golly  (M ogeely?), Co. 
C o rk, versus S ir Fyneen O ’D riscoll, Sheriff o f the C ounty. S ir Fyneen  
O ’D riscoll to p a y  a fine of £ 10 , and to be im prisoned durin g pleasure, for 
‘ ex to rcio u sly ’ refusin g to execute a w rit of restitution a g a in st A ndrew  
B arrett and others, w ho had seized the C astle and baw ne of B allen colly, 
the said w rit bein g issued by S ir Thom as N orrys, K n ig h t, V ice-P resid en t 
of M un ster, and delivered him by the plaintiff, until the said plaintiff 
delivered him ‘ tw o silver cups in p ledge o f £ 4. sterling, w hich b ein g paid, 
the said S ir  Fyneen m ost cautiously did, nevertheless, om it the execution 
of the said w rit.

‘ ‘ 1595, M ay 23. Edm und B arrett, of B allen coly, Co. C o rk , g e n t., versus 
A ndrew  and W illiam  B arrett, M eanis O ’ Sow levan  (M anus O ’ Sullivan ?), 
and six ty  others. T h e three defendants named to pay fines o f £ 2 0 , £ 5 , 
and £ 3  6s. 8d., respectively, w ith  costs, and to be im prisoned during 
pleasure, for riotously  a ssau ltin g  the C astle o f B allin coly  in July, 1591, 
w hen ‘w ith  sw ords, gu n s, g re a t sledges or ham m ers, skenes, stones and 
staves, one bolie house then and there stan din g into to the g a te  o f the 
said C astle  [they] did rem ove, and then and there the iron g ra te  and partly  
the w all o f the said C astle by the said g a te  did riotously w ith  a g re a t 
ham m er b reak, and unto (sic) the said C astle , tow n and lands did expulse 
the said Edm und B arrett, and did also levy  a g rea t cry , to the disturbance 
of her M a jesty ’s subjects and to the grievous d am age of the said E dm u n d .’ ”

G oin g b ack  to W in dele, w e find that “ W m . B arrett o f B allin collig , ‘ a 
chief of a small co u n try ,’ w ho had been in rebellion w ith  the E arl of
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Desm ond, subm itted to the Q u een ’s m ercy .5 In M ay, 1614, Jam es the 
F irst m ade a gra n t by letters patent to A ndrew  B arrett o f B allin collig  of 
all his estates in the C ounty C ork. T h is, doubtless, w a s the A ndrew  
B arrett o f B allincollig  w ho w a s  M .P . for the C ounty in 16x3. John 
B arrett, of C astlem ore, w a s  M .P . for M allow  in K in g  Jam es the S econ d ’s 
Parliam ent in 1689. Colonel John B arrett, another scion o f this fam ily, 
havin g been attainted a t the R evolution  for his adhesion to K in g  Jam es, 
forfeited his estates, and am ongst others, the lands thereto b elon gin g near 
M allow , which w ere granted  in 1703 to S ir John M eade of Ballintubber. 
“ T u c k e y ’s R em em brancer”  m entions that Colonel B a rre tt ’s estates con
sisted of 12,000 acres in the B aron y of B arretts, valued at ^ '1,3 30  17s. g d ., 
but set at ^ 1 , 1 1 2 . 6

T h e la rg e  num ber of m em bers of this fam ily indicted of treason, by the 
E arl o f C ork  and his sons, at the sessions held at Y o u g h a l on the 2nd 
of A u g u st, 1642, and outlaw ed in the K in g ’s B ench, as recorded in the 
‘ ‘ Council B ook of K in sa le ,”  page 329, show s not only how  w idespread 
and im portant they w ere at this m om entous period, but also that they 
w ere politically in sym pathy w ith  the g rea t m ajority  o f their c lass then in 
the County C ork. T h eir  nam es w ere— R ichard  B arre tt of B allycoahin a, 
W illiam  B arrett of B allyally , Edm und B arre tt o f B allym ckow , John 
B arrett of P luckan s, Redm ond F itz ja m e s  B arrett of B allyshon yn  E ast, 
Jam es O g e  B arrett o f C arry leagh , Jam es B arrett o f G urtine, W ill. B arrett 
o f P luckanes, R ichard B arrett o f C u rry leag h , R ichard  B arrett of F a h a , 
R obert B arrett of L issin g , John B arre tt o f B allyshonyne W e s t, W illiam  
B arrett of K n ockanetindery, John F itzW illia m  B arre tt of B allencolly 
(Ballincollig), and John B arrett of B allyally, each of w hom  has g o t the 
affix gen t., m eaning gentlem an, after his nam e. S o  fa r b ack  as 1394, as 
recorded in the sam e ‘ ‘ C ouncil B o o k ,”  p a g e  x ii., the K in g  com m anded 
Philip B arry  and P atrick  G a lv y  of K in sale  to keep A n drew  B aret, a felon 
and rebel, in custody, so that he should not escape w ithout special order.

In the 17th cen tury we find Sir A n drew  B a r r e tt7 nam ed as one o f the 
Co. C ork  m agn ates, recorded by B ishop B ennett (in vol. i. of “ B ra d y ’s 
R eco rd s” ), as h a vin g  laid hands on the C loyne S ee lands a t Inniscarra 
and A gh abu llogu e, for w hose restitution Bishop S y n g e  applied to the 
Council.

s There appears to have been a la ter reb e l, W illia m  B a rrett, w ho s im ila rly  repented 
of his d is lo y a lty , as shown b y  the m em orandum  on p a g e  319 o f  the Coun cil B o o k  of 
K in sa le , that W illia m  B arrett, of M alaco lo ck e  (B a llin c o llig  ?), C o . C o rk , E s q .;  E lle n  
Barrett, a ls. C a rty , his w i f e ;  John B arrett, son o f  said W . and E . ;  E lle n  and E lly n e r  
B arrett, daughters of the said W .,  appeared before us, S ir F ran cis  A rg e r, K n ig h t, M aster 
o f the R olls, and Th om as O w en , Justices of A ssize, Co. C o rk , hold en  b e fo re  us at the 
K in g ’s O ld  C astle , M arch  TQth, 13th of Jam es I . ,  and foun d sureties to keep H is  M ajesty ’ s 
gracious pardon, granted at D u b lin , xi. F eb ru ary , in the year aforesaid.

6 W hen the “ B red a”  m an-of-w ar b le w  up in  C o rk  H arb o u r on the 12th of O ctober, 
1691, w ith  160 Irish  troop s on board, bound for F ran ce to jo in  K in g  L o u is ’ s arm y, there 
were some who asserted that this w as done b y  C o lo n el B a rrett on purpose ; bu t, adds 
G ibson (page 162, “ H isto ry  o f  C o rk ” ), of this there w as no proof w hatever, except that 
he and his servant escaped. T h e  ch ief representative o f  this house, w hen W in d e le  w rote, 
was M r. E d w ard  B a rrett, o f C arrigb uee, near In ch igeela .

7 O f Sir A . B a rrett, A n d rew  and John B arrett, a ll three M .P . ’s, inform ation is given  
in M r. C . M . T en ison ’ s v a lu a b le  p ap er in the “ Journal”  for January and F eb ru ary , 1895.

In  his “ O ld  Countess of D esm o n d ,”  i8 6 r, the late M r. R ich ard  S a in th ill m entions, 
page 55, that he possessed a p ortrait of O liv er C ro m w ell w hich h ad  descended to the 
gentlem an w ho sold it  to him  from  the C o lo n el B a rra ch ia  W a llis , who had w rested the 
Castle and lan d s of C arrigroh an e from  the B arretts o f  that d ay.
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“ In the g rea t reb ellio n ,”  continues W in dele, “ C arrigro h an e C astle  w a s 
ruined. It  w a s a fterw ard s held for a season by a  C ap tain  C op e, w h o 
headed a g a n g  of freebooters and com m itted m uch m ischief in the n eigh
bourhood. A  noble sycam ore stood near the door in the 18th century, 
and was- m uch adm ired by stran gers w ho visited  th at place. It w a s cut 
down som ew hat over th irty  years (now a  century) a go . A  sm all p lanta
tion has since been m ade near the C astle. A t  tiie foo t o f the lim estone 
rock  w hich constitutes the base of the b uild in g is a  cav e  w hich the 
p easan try  sa y  extends several m iles underground, and com m unicates w ith  
the O ven s caverns, four m iles distant. W ith in  one or tw o fields south of 
the C astle  is the sm all church of K illogroh an , the oldest graveston e in w hose 
burial ground is that of C yprian  W a lk e r, bearin g the date 1628. T h ere 
is also a m onum ent to the M urphy fa m ily .”

W in dele  does not recall the fa ct that the sam e m em orable and d is
tinguished figure in Irish h istory, H ugh O ’N eill, E arl o f T yro n e, w ho is 
said to Have so unm istakably expressed his h earty  hatred of the B arre tts  and 
their kind, not, as Sm ith says, in connection w ith  their C astlem ore, near 
M allow , but, as C rofton  C roker states, w ith  th at other C astlem ore by 
M oviddy, then also apparently in their possession in Q ueen E liza b eth ’s 
tim e, seem s to have paid a flyin g v is it to C arrigrohan e. T h is w e learn 
from  Sir H enry P o w e r ’s letter printed in the “ L ife  and L etters of F lorence 
M acC arth y  M o re ,”  p a g e  234, in which it is stated that the g rea t N orthern 
C hieftain  “ lodged  a t C arrig ro h an ’ i w hilst on his southern cam p aign  in 
F eb ru ary, 1599, then chiefly w a g ed  a g a in st D avid , L ord  B a rry , the year 
previous to his final d isastrous defeat at K in sale.

In the year 1649 this C astle  w as again  garrison ed , as th eré can be 
little doubt that it w a s the C alligroh an  w hich L ord  Inchiquin then g a rr i
soned, togeth er w ith  B larney C astle , as recorded in the “ C oun cil B ook 
of Y o u g h a l,”  p a g e  liii.

It is rather curious to find that T u c k e y ’s brief notice of C arrigro h an e 
C astle  a grees m ore w ith  the later one from  the pen of J. H . P arke r, of 
O xfo rd , than it does w ith W in d e le ’s m ore detailed description o f it, 
w ritten  but a short tim e after T u c k e y ’s. O n page x x ii. o f the “ R em em 
b ran cer”  T u ck e y  m erely notes that “ C arrigro h an  C astle  w a s a la rg e  
house w ith  four gab les and la rg e  w indow s, defended at the top of tw o 
of the corners by projections perforated  w ith  round holes for sm all a rm s.”  

P a rk e r ’s equally brief notice, w ritten  in 1859, tw enty years a fter 
W in d e le ’s description of it first appeared, show s th at a considerable altera
tions m ust h ave been m ade in it durin g that interval :— “ C arrigro h an e 
C astle , near C o rk , is an ob long tow er house of the 16th century, much 
m odernised, w ith  bartizans a t tw o of the corners, in which are sm all round 
holes for m usketry, but carried on m achicoulis. T h e  face o f the w all pro
jects and overh an gs about six  inches in each of the upper storeys, perhaps 
for the purpose o f th row in g off the w et m ore effectually. T h ere are rem ains 
of earthw orks and a curtain  w a ll.”

C arrigro h an e C astle  is now  owned by thq H oare fam ily.

O ur illustrations âre from photographs taken specially, b y  our C o u n cil M em ber. 
D r. P h ilip  G . L e e .

J. c.
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