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R O SSCA R BER Y. 1 2 5

tioned in that year in Pigott’s Directory, namely, Henry Griffin of Bow 
Lane. Though this the capital town of Clare seems to have been able 
to support two Newspapers regularly for a number of years, it seems 
strange that from 1778 to 1824, or even later, there is but one solitary 
book as the only other outcome of the printing presses there.

It seems better at present to defer dealing with the printing after 
1830 in full detail, but I will merely mention here that a new printer 
appeared soon after that date, namely, Marcus Talbot, who printed some 
small books or pamphlets of a religious or political nature, of which I 
hope to tell in a future article.

Rosscarbery.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  its c la im s to n o tice  on a n tiq u a ria n  an d  h isto ric  grou n d s, 
R o ssca rb ery  from  its rem o te  p o sitio n — aw ay from  ra ilw a y , steam er, or even  
p u b lic  coach — is b u t ra re ly  v is ite d , a n d  rem ain s c o m p a ra tiv e ly  u n kn ow n  to 
the rest of the co u n ty  ; so th at th e fo llo w in g  e xtra cts from  a  p ap er w h ich  a p p eared  
in  the “ E x a m in e r ”  o f Jun e 19th, 1880, w ritten  a p p a re n tly  b y  th e  la te  V e r y  R ev. 
Jerem iah  M o lo n y, P .P . ,  a  few  w eeks b efo re  th e co n secratio n  o f th e C a th o lic  
p arish  ch u rch  at R o ssca rb ery , w ill p ro b a b ly  be fou n d to con ta in  m u ch  th at is 
new to m a n y  readers of th is  “ J o u r n a l,”  and to d eserve the m ore p erm an en t 
record  w h ich  its p a g e s a fford :— “ In  an c ie n t m an u scrip ts R oss is  c a lle d  R oss- 
a lith er, or R o ssa lith ri, b u t th is la tte r is the L a tin  g e n itiv e  o f the L a tin  w ord 
R o ssalith ru m . In  th e ‘ L i fe  o f S t. M o c h e m o e ’ w e read  o f th e c ity  n ea r  the 
seashore, to  w h ich  a g re a t n u m b er of sch olars had  a lw ays resorted , an d  it is 
c a lle d  R o ssa lith ri. In  th e o r ig in a l th ere  is no ‘ a r g a l, ’ or eq u iva len t. S u b seq u en t 
w riters seem ed to th in k  it  fo llow ed from  th e con text th at th e p la ce  w as th erefo re  
ca lle d  R o ssalith ri, and one w riter a fte r anoth er rep eated  the phrase, ‘ R oss of 
th e p ilg r im  sch o la rs.’ T h e  p la ce , how ever, was c a lle d  R o ssa lith ri b efo re  S a in t 
Faughnan or a n y  other w ayw orn  C h ristia n  p ilg r im  cam e to R oss to le arn  or 
to p ra y . T h e re  is  th e ‘ F e a r s a d ’ o f R oss, lik e  th e F e a rs a d  from  w hich B elfa s t 
derives its n a m e ; a n d  it m eans the pools or ch an n els le ft  b y  th e  re c ed in g  tide. 
S e a fa rin g  m en  a lo n g  th e coast co m m o n ly  sp ea k  of the F e arsad  of R oss as 
ap p lied  to its strand. T h e re  is th e  T u a th  of R oss, an  o u tly in g  can tred  to the 
north o f th e town ; an d  betw een  th is T u a th  o f R oss and the F e a rsa d  o f R oss is 
R o ssa  lith ir  (in L a tin  R o ssa  lith ru m ), w h ich  m eans ‘ R oss b u ilt  on the h ill w ith 
w et, spew y sid es.’ T h is  ‘ L ith ir  ’ of R oss exten ds from  the P riest’s G a te  to 
G lash een , an d  w as kn ow n  to th e in h a b itan ts in  m ed ieval tim es as the ‘ L o th a ra c h .’ 

“ T h e  in co m in g  o f th e C h r istia n  fa ith  in to th is d istrict o f C o rco la id h  dates 
from  a  p erio d  an terior to  S t. P a tr ick . It  w as c h ie fly  th ro u gh  m o n asteries 
th at C h r istia n ity  w as p lan ted  in  Ire lan d  : th at of R oss d a tin g  from  th e  m id d le  
of the sixth  cen tu ry , w hen it w as fo u n d ed  b y  St. F a u g h n a n  o f th e ra ce  of K in g  
M accon — n ot th e F a u g h n a n  de R ia , the fou n d er o f the d iocese o f K ilfe n o ra .
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1 2 6  C O R K  H IS T O R IC A L  A N D  ARCHAEOLOGICAL SO CIETY.

H e  w as an old  m an  w hen he w en t to con su lt S t I ia  in  A.D. 570, an d  it was abou t
tw en ty  ye ars  p rio r to th at w h en  th ere  cam e to the p a g a n  in h a b itan ts of th is  
p la ce  F a u g h n a n , o f the ro y a l ra ce  of M acco n , from  his a b b e y  n ear B allin atra y . 
‘ W ise  a n d  v irtu o u s ’ is h e  sty led  in  the ‘ B o o k  of C a sh e l ’ ; a n d  if  th e ‘ B o o k  
of R o ss/  so fre q u e n tly  re ferred  to in  the m a n u scrip ts -in  th e B ritish  M useum , 
sh ou ld  ever b e  d isco vered , it w ill d o ub tless g iv e  d eta ils  of th e h idden  life  of 
S t. F a u g h n a n , B ish o p  o f R o ssalith ir.

“ T o  th e east o f R o ss is a  litt le  oratory of S t. F a u g h n a n , c a lle d  ‘ S h ean ad h  
T io m p a le e n  F a u g h n a n ,’ an d  to the w est o f R oss is ‘ C i l l  F a u g h n a n  B e g . ’ B e ­
tw een th ese  w as th e m o n astery  o f R oss a n d  the o ld  cath ed ra l, ‘ T io m p a il M or 
F a u g h n a d h .’ T h e se  fou r ch u rch es m a y  be id en tified  w ith the several ch u rch es 
d iscrim in ated  one from  an oth er in  our a n c ie n t Irish  m an u scrip ts, such as the 
‘ a n o it,’ th e ‘ d a lth a ,’ the ‘ co m p a irc h e ,’ an d  th e ‘ c i l l ’ chu rch.

“ T h e  e a r ly  in h a b itan ts re a lise d  the fu ll m e a n in g  o f the old tr ib em a n ’s sa y in g ,
‘ B etter liv e  u n d er the C ro zie r  th an  u n d er the C ro w n ,’ an d  th ere  was m u ch  
p o p u la r en thu siasm  in  fa v o u r o f  th at B ish o p  of RoSs who su c ce ss fu lly  asserted  
h is r ig h ts  a g a in st the C ro w n  in  a  law su it to u ch in g  ‘ F  u re a  et w rek ia  m aris ’ on 
th e  fo resh o re  of th e p arish  o f R o ss, the p le a d in g s  in  w h ich  are  s till extan t, an d  
c a n  b e  seen  in  the M u n im en t R oom , R o lls  C o u rt, D u b lin .

“ A b o u t 250 ye ars  a fter its fou n d ation  the m o n astery  o f R o ss w as p illa g e d  
b y  the D a n e s o f D u b lin  ; and la ter on, in  the e leven th  cen tu ry , it  w as a  secon d 
tim e p lu n d ered  b y  som e hostile  n a tive  tribes.

“ In  a  stan za  from  the ‘ B o o k  of L e c a n ’ qu oted  b y  O ’F la h e rty , it is stated 
th at tw en ty-seven  p re lates of the sam e fa m ily  filled  the S ee  of R oss. T h e  poem  
from  w h ich  it is ta k e n  is in  Irish  w ith a  L a tin  tran slatio n , of w h ich  th e fo llo w in g , 
com p ared  w ith bo th  the L a tin  and Irish , is an E n g lis h  versio n  :— •

“  Seven and twenty bishops, high revered,
Possessed Ross of rich luxuriant glebe,
From high-famed Faughnan’s time,
T ill Dugald’s day of equitable rule.”

W h e n  th e first m issio n aries  cam e to Ire la n d  th ey  so u gh t to in tro d u ce , to geth er 
w ith  th e  G osp el, th e m u n icip a l law s o f th e a n c ie n t R o m a n  E m p ire . B u t th e y  
fo u n d  Ire lan d  in  fu ll  p ossession  of h e r  own law s an d  in stitu tes ; a n d  u p on  th ese 
law s C h r istia n ity  w as gra fte d , w h ile  th e trad itio n a l tr ib e  law  was ad op ted  in to  
our C h r istia n  organ isation . E v e r y  in d iv id u a l tr ib em a n  had  h is r ig h t in  th e la n d  
h e  h im self farm ed , an d  h is r ig h t a lso  a s  a  tr ib em a n  to a  sh are in  th e w hole 
te rr ito ry . T h e  ch ie f rep resen tin g  th e tr ib e  g a v e  to S a in t F a u g h n a n  a  p o rtio n  
o f th e tr ib e la n d  fo r th e fou n d ation  of his m o n a s te ry ; b u t the la y  tr ib em en  
re ta in ed  in d iv id u a lly  and c o lle c tiv e ly  th eir c la im s to th at lan d , b a tin g  th e o b ject 
fo r  w h ich  it  w as o r ig in a lly  g iv e n , w h ereb y  it w as g u aran te e d  that, ‘ as lo n g  
as th ere  sh all b e  a  p erson  fit to b e  an  a b b o t o f th e said  tr ib e  of th e p atro n  sain t, 
even  th o u g h  h e  b e  bu t a  p sa lm sin ger, it  is he th at sh a ll ob ta in  the a b b a c y .’ A s  
th ese tr ib e lan d s, lik e  the ‘ O ’D ris c o ll’ s co u n try ,’ w ere exten sive , it  does not 
fo llo w  th at the su ccessors to the a b b a cy , th o u gh  of the sam e tr ib e , w ere a llied  
to th e d eceased  abbots in  a n y  n ear d e g ree  of k in d red . T h e  su ccession  o f the 
b ish o p ric  is thus exp la in ed  w ithout the su p p osition  th at th e rig h ts o f the C h u rch  
w ere  in vad ed  b y  the la y  m em b ers of the tribelan d . A s  th e m o n asteries becam e 
in  cou rse  of tim e co m m ercia l cen tres, w e a cc o rd in g ly  find u p on  an  a n c ie n t m ap  
of Ire lan d , ‘ Y e  c ittie  and cou n tie  o f R o sse .’

“ A fte r  th e  S yn o d  of K e lls  w e find a  g re a t c h a n g e  in  Irish  ecc le sia stica l 
o rga n isatio n , d elim itatio n  of d ioceses, d istin ctio n  o f p arish es, and d ed ica tio n  of
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p aroch ia l ch u rch es. T h e se  ch a n g es fo llo w ed  th e sup p ression  of C h o ri-ep isco p al 
Sees, th e la st of w h ich  w as the b ish o p ric  o f E n n isk e a n e .

“ T h e  p a ro ch ia l or C a th e d ra l C h u rch  of R o ssca rb ery  is c a lle d  in  an cien t 
m an uscrip ts, ‘ T io m p a l m o r F e a c h tn a /  and w e h ave  a  fu ll d escrip tion  of the 
con dition  an d  g e n e ra l a p p ea ra n ce  o f this b u ild in g  ju s t b efo re  it p assed  in to 
P rotestan t hands. T h is  a cco u n t is due to  an  a n c ie n t u sa ge  of th e C h u rch  of 
R om e, w h ich , from  tim e to tim e, ordered a  C o n sisto ria l in vestiga tio n  in to  th e 
existen ce a n d  g e n e ra l con d itio n  o f certa in  ep isco p a l sees, m in u tes of w h ich  
in vestiga tio n s are  p reserved  in  th e V a tic a n  arch ives. In  the y e a r 1517 E d m u n d  
de C o u rc e y , B ish op  of R o ss, re s ig n ed  h is S ee  ow ing to h is grea t a g e , b e in g  
then a b o u t 80. T h e  deed of re s ig n a tio n  was draw n u p  in  T im o le a g u e  A b b e y  b y  
a  D u b lin  n o ta ry , w as w itnessed b y  the L a d y  E le a n o r, d a u g h ter o f th e E a r l  of 
K ild a re , a n d  w as com m en ded to the H o ly  S ee  b y  K in g  H e n ry  V I I I .  in  a  le tter 
d ated  R ich m on d , Ju ly  17th, 1 5 1 7 ;  an d  in  con sid eratio n  o f this re s ign atio n  of 
th e B ish op , b a c k e d  b y  th e K in g ’s le tter, P o p e  L e o  ordered  an e n q u iry  in to the 
con dition  of th e S ee  o f R oss.

“ T h e  re p ly  to this P a p a l m an d ate , w h ich  is still extan t in  T h e in e r ’s ‘ M onu- 
m enta C e lt ic a ,’ a  la rg e  L a tin  fo lio , p rin ted  in R o m e u nd er the p a tro n a ge  o f the 
la te  C a rd in a l C u lle n , fu rn ish es an  in te re stin g  a cc o u n t o f R oss an d  its cath ed ra l 
in  the sixteen th  c e n tu r y :— 'T h e  c ity  of R oss is situated  in  the p ro v in ce  of 
C ash e l, in  th e m id d le  o f a  la rg e  p la in  w h ich  stretches a lo n g  the seashore. It 
con sists o f a b o ve  200 houses, an d  is en com p assed  b y  a  w a ll. T h e  co u n try  
aroun d is fe rtile , y ie ld in g  an  a b u n d an ce  of corn  an d  fru it. In  th e cen tre  of the 
town is th e C a th e d ra l ch u rch , d ed ica ted  u n d er th e in vo ca tio n  o f S a in t F a u g h n a n , 
an Ir ish  sain t-confessor, w hose fea st is c e le b rated  on  th e V ig i l  o f th e A ssu m p tio n  
of th e  B lessed  V ir g in  M ary . T h e  w a lls  o f  th e ch u rch  are  of cu t stone, an d  it 
h as tw o en tran ces, one la te ra l an d  the other in  fron t, an d  in  bo th  yo u  d escen d  
th ree steps to th e le v e l o f the chu rch. Its floor is u n p aved , and its ro of o f w ood 
covered  w ith  slates. T h e  in terio r of the ch u rch  presen ts the form  of a  cross, 
and its size corresp on ds w ith the C h u rc h  o f St. M aria  del P o p o lo , in  R om e. 
Its cen tra l n a v e  is  su p p orted  b y  stone p illa rs from  the aisles. Its ch o ir is o f 
w o o d ; an d  its sa cristy  is su p p lied  w ith vestm en ts an d  other orn am en ts. It h as a 
m itre  a n d  cru c ifixe s  ; its ch a lices are o f solid  silver, som e of them  b e in g  g ilt , 
and its  crozier is a lso  o f silver. In  the cem etery  ou tside th ere is a b e lfry  .bu ilt 
in  th e  form  o f a  tow er, in  w h ich  th ere  is one la rg e  b e ll . ’

“ In  its p resen t state we can n o t trace  th e a rch itectu ra l featu res set forth  in  the 
a b ove  e x tra ct re la tiv e  to the o ld  cath ed ra l o f R oss. T h e  lo n g  draw n  aisles h a v e  
d isappeared,, th o u g h  it  still reta in s its cru cifo rm  stru cture. T h e  cu t stone w as 
freesto n e from  th is v ic in ity , and la id  in re g u la r  courses o f the best m asonry. B u t 
w h at rem ain s o f the old  w alls is now  (1880) dashed an d  plastered . O f the first 
ch u rch , erected  as a  m o n astic  one, th at b u ilt  b y  St. F a u g h n a n , the ru ins still exist 
on th e so u th ern  slope of the g e n tle  em in en ce  u p o n  w h ich  the town of R oss is bu ilt. 
T h e  site w as a n c ie n tly  c a lle d  ‘ I la n  G a u la d h ,’ w h ich  in  E n g lis h  m eans E n g lish  

Isla n d . T h o u g h  in  e xten t b u t five acres, it w as ever den om inated a p lo u g h ­
lan d . T h is  o ld  sixth  cen tu ry  ch u rch  w as cyc lo p ea n  in  its m ain  featu res, b u t 
w ith  w indow s in  th e la n c e t sty le  of G o th ic  a rch itectu re. N ea r this ch u rch , at the 
A b b e y  ga te , w as th e R o u n d  T o w e r o f R o ss, w h ich  if  o f the sam e h e ig h t as others 
in  th e  co u n ty  C o r k , w ould  com m an d a  v iew  o f the southern  seaboard  from  the 
O ld  H e a d  of K in s a le  to C a p e  C le a r .

“ A t  the p resen t d a y  th ere  is n ot a  v e s tig e  le ft  of this R o u n d  T ow er. O f its 
existen ce , how ever, in  e a r ly  tim es, th ere  can  be no doubt, for it is seen on th e
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seal o f th e C h a p te r o f R oss, A .D . 1641, w h ich  is  supposed to b e  a  c o p y  of th e old 
seal o f  the C a n o n s o f R o ss C a th e d ra l.

“ W h e n  R o ss C a th e d ra l becam e P rotestan tised , a  sm all ch a p el w as h a stily  
b u ilt  u p  w ith in  sig h t of it, a t the southern  corn er of the ‘ fa ir  f ie ld ,’ an d  th ere 
w as no fa ilu re  in th e su ccession  of C a th o lic  pastors in  the p arish  o f R o ssca rb ery . 
S u b se q u en tly  w as erected  the old ch ap el o f R o ssro ck , now  u tilise d  as a  p a ro ch ia l 
s c h o o l;  and abou t six ty  ye ars  a go  ( i.e ., previou s to 1880) F a th e r  Jerry  M o lo n y, 
the e ld er, b u ilt  a  ch u rch  w h ich  in  its a rch ite c tu ra l p ro p ortion s fa r  exceed s the 
a n c ie n t cath ed ra l. E x te n s iv e ly  rep aired  and d ecorated  b y  h is n ephew , the 
V e r y  R ev. Jerem iah  M o lo n y, P .P . ,  an d  possessin g a  ca m p a n ile  o f  fin e ly  ch ise lled  
m aso n ry, b u ilt  on th e lin es  of the tow er of T im o le a g u e  A b b e y , th is  ch u rch , 
d ed ica ted  to St. F a u g h n a n , was con secrated  on L a d y  D a y  in  A u g u st, 1880, an d  
now  form s the C a th e d ra l o f the C a th o lic  D io ce se  o f R oss, as w ell as the p a roch ia l 
ch u rch  o f R o s s c a rb e r y .”

J. C.

C o rk  Copographical jNfotes.
B y  C o l o n e l  T H O S . A . L U N H A M , C .B ., M .A., M .R .I.A .

T h e  G r e a t  M a r s h  o f  C o r k .

D u n s c o m b e ’ S M a r s h .— D u n sco m b e ’s M arsh , otherw ise th e S o u th  E a s t, or G re a t 
M arsh  of C o r k  w as gran ted  in  1686 to A ld e rm a n  N o b lett D u n sco m b e (M a y o r, 1665); 
bu t a fte r the s ie g e  o f C o rk , in  1690, it was su rren d ered  b y  h im , and a  n ew  g ra n t 
m a d e  in  1691, re serv in g  a ren t o f  £ 1 0  per annum . H e su ffered  grea t losses b y  these 
w ars, as p a rtic u la r ly  m en tio n ed  in  h is w ill, dated A p ril, 1695 ; a n d  d irects “ th at 
h e  sh all b e  bu ried  in the ru in s o f S t. M a r y ’s S h a n d o n  C h u rc h , h a v in g  resp ect 
u nto the station  he filled  in  th is c ity  o f C o r k , a n d  h is g re a t lo s s e s .”  H e  w as 
b u rie d  June 5, 1695. H e  w as bo rn  in  1628 ; an d  m arried , in  1652, M a ry  H u ll, 
sister to  W m . H u ll, E s q ., o f  th e  c ity  o f C o rk , and g ra n d d a u g h te r  (n iece  B u rk e  
says, “ L a n d e d  G e n tr y ,”  s. v .)  to S ir  W m . H u ll, of L e a m c o n , C o . C o r k , k n ig h t, 
a n d  w as son of C o lo n e l N o b le tt D u n sco m b e, w ho d ied  in  1651, and gran d son  of 
E d w a rd  D u n sco m b e, E s q .,  o f S t. F in b a r r y ’s, w ho settled  in  C o rk , from  L o n d o n , 
in  1596, a n d  d ied  in  1631. H e  w as an  em in en t m erch an t.

D u n sco m b e ’s M arsh  com p rises th at portion  o f th e c ity  of C o r k  boun d ed  as 
fo llow s, v iz ., G ra n d  P a ra d e  on  the west, new C u sto m  H o u se on the east, L a p p ’s 
Isla n d , Q u ay , and S ou th  M a ll on the south, P a tr ick  S treet a lo n g  to  M erch an ts’ 
Q u a y , an d  M erch an ts’ Q u a y  U p p e r an d  L o w er, to C u sto m  H ouse on the n orth. 
I n  1699 W m . D u n sco m b e , E s q .,  o n ly  son o f A ld e rm a n  N o b le tt D u n sco m b e, 
b u ilt  a  stone b r id g e  on th e w estern  end, or G ra n d  P a ra d e , to con n ect it w ith  
the op p o site  side, or T u c k e y ’s Q u ay , and com m en ced  le a s in g  in 1710, w h en  th e first 
house w as b u ilt. P o ss ib ly  th is was th e W illia m  D u n sco m b e who w as a  F e llo w  
C o m m o n er o f T r in ity  C o lle g e , D u b lin , and p resen ted  the la rg e  silve r cu p  
(F e b r u a ry  2, 1680) su rm ou nted  b y  the crest of his fa m ily , and b e a r in g  the 
in scrip tio n — “ E x  dono G u lie lm i D u n co m b e, F i l i i  G u lie lm i D u n co m b e , A r m ig e r i .”  
I f  th is be  so, a m istak e ap p ea rs to h a v e  been  m ad e in  the C h r istia n  n am e of his 
fath er,— V id e  C a ta lo g u e  o f C o lle g e  P la te , co m p iled  b y  John H in gsto n , p. 15. < 0

(O D r. M ah affy , in  “ T h e  B o o k  of T r in ity  C o l le g e ,”  p. 272, m en tion s “ Mr. 
D u n co m b e, of C o r k ,”  as th e donor o f th is v e r y  han dsom e p iece  o f p la te . W ith
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