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N O TES A N D  QUERIES. 6i

am told her mother was a Miss Rowley. A  G eorge R um ley, of Rostellan, was one 
of the securities in the m arriage licence bond, and also a  witness of the m arriage. 
H e is apparently the G eorge Rum ley, of Rostellan, gen t., whose will, dated 7 
A ugust, 1784, was proved 23 June, 1795. H is w ife’s Christian nam e appears to 
have been Rose, and they appear to have had, at least, two sons and one daughter, 
viz., John Rum ley, apparently predeceased his fa th e r; W illiam  R um ley, and 
M ary R um ley, who m arried, prior to her father’s death, John Fitzgerald. A  
nephew of G eorge Rum ley’s is also m entioned in the will, v iz., G eorge Recraft 
or R yecraft. A m  I right in  thinking that this fam ily was of F rench  extraction, 
and that the nam e is a  corruption of “ R o m illy ” ? T h e arm orial bearings of the 
R um ley fam ily m ight throw some ligh t on this latter point.

E . E . W e s t .

R i n g  P o s y .— In the “ Comedies, Tragi-Comedies, and Poems, by William 
Cartwright, London, Printed for Humphrey Moseley, and are to be sold at his shop 
at the signe of the Princes Arms, in St. Paul’s Church Yard, 1651,” at page 317 in a 
poem “ On the Nativity, For the King’s Musick,” I find the following :—

“ Hark,
’T is  the Nuptiali Day of H eav’n and Earth ;
T he Father’s marriage, and the son’s blest Birth.
T he Spheres are giv’n us, as a Ring ;  that Bliss 
W hich w e call Grace is but the Deities Kiss.
A nd what we now do hear blest spirits sing,
Is but the happy Po'sie of that ring."

R o b e r t  D a y .

Coach and S ix  L an e, Cork,— Sm iles’s “ Huguenots in E n glan d  and Irelan d ” 
gives the following singular origin of the nam e of this cul-de-sac off the North 
M ain Street, C o r k :— “ T h e Irish could never pronounce the French (Huguenot) 
names, and some curious misnomers have been the consequence, now identified 
with the topography of Cork. A  H uguenot of the name of Couchancex having 
resided here more than a century ago, when it was a  fashionable quarter, the 
place was called after him, and has thus becom e metamorphosed into ‘ C oach and 
S ix .” ’

C n .

R ev. Charles B un w orth’s H arps.— In a note on the Rev. C . Bunworth in 
a recent num ber (46) of this “ Jou rn al,”  it was stated that several harps had been 
from tim e to time bequeathed to him by some of the last representatives of that 
long extinct class— the Irish harpers. W hat becam e of these harps is told in the 
follow ing extract from a notice of Mr. Bunworth (in which is related the 
story of the banshee that heralded his death) given in the edition of “ T h e  F a iry  
L ege n d s,”  b y  Croker, published by T e g g , London, about 1862:— “ W h at ex­
tended the fam e of Mr. Bunworth far beyond the lim its of the parishes adjacent 
to 'his own, was his perform ance on the harp and his hospitable reception and 
entertainm ent of the poor harpers who travelled from house to house about the 
country. G rateful to their patron, these itinerant m instrels sang his praises with 
tingling accom panim ent of their harps, invoking, in return for his bounty, abund-
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ant blessings on his head, and celebrating in their rude verses the charm s of his 
daughters, E lizabeth and Mary. It was all these poor fellows could do ; but who 
can doubt that their gratitude was sincere when at the tim e of Mr. Bunworth’s 
death no less than fifteen harps were deposited in the loft of his granary, be­
queathed to him by the last members of a race which has now ceased to exist. 
T riflin g , no doubt, in intrinsic value were these relics, yet there is som ething in 
gifts of the heart that merits preservation ; and it is to be regretted that when he 
died these harps were broken up one after the other and used as firewood by an 
ignorant follower of the fam ily, who, on their rem oval to C ork for a temporary 
change of scene, was left in charge of the house. ’ ’

C n .

In ch iq u in  C a stle .— In volum e i., page 181 of this “ Journal” (1892) appeared 
a brief but very interesting notice of the O ld Castle of Inchiquin, which, com para­
tively near as it is to Cork, and still more so to Youghal, is still seem ingly all but 
unknown, and rarely if ever visited even b y  archaeologists. No m ention of it is 
m ade in Lewis’s “ T opography of Ire la n d ,’ ’ and our local historian, W indele, barely 
alludes to it as “ one of the not m any round or circular castles that are still to be 
found in Ire la n d .”  A s a good m any interesting particulars relative to Inchiquin 
Castle occur in a privately-printed book now becom e rather scarce, viz., the “ Old 
Countess of D esm ond,”  which we owe to that one-time C ork citizen and famed 
numismatist, Richard Sainthill, who was always so careful to let the world know 
that he was “ of Topsham , D e vo n ,”  and not a  mere Irishm an, yet was fated to 
find a neglected Irish grave at Rathcooney, near C ork city, without even a word 
to indicate that he there sleeps his last sleep,— the following extracts from this 
book will probably prove new to most readers of the “ Jou rn al”  : —

“ T h e old Countess of D esm ond,” writes Sainthill, “ having resided in Inchiquin 
Castle probably from 1529, when her husband becam e E arl, and certainly from 
1534, when as his widow it becam e part of her jointure, until her death in 1604, a 
period of seventy or possibly seventy-five years, has invested its ruins with a  very 
peculiar interest ; and when visited its circular form and massive walls increase 
that interest, as leading to the belief that it  was of early Anglo-N orm an erection. 
T h e learned historian of Youghal, m y valued friend, the Rev. Sam uel H aym an, 
states that when Milo de Cogan and Robert FitzStephen, to whom H enry II. 
granted the K ingdom  of Cork, divided their portion in 1180, F itzStephen’s share 
was the three eastern cantreds, including the fertile district of Im okilly, of which 
Inchiquin was a sub-denomination. FitzStephen conveyed a  m oiety of these 
estates to M aurice Fitzgerald , with which cam e the manors of Youghal and Inchi­
quin, the latter to be holden by him and his heirs at a hundred shillings, when 
the legal service was proclaim ed. T he first of these documents relating to Inchi­
quin C astle during the reigns of K in g  Edw ard I., II ., and III. extracted from 
the Rolls by the Rev. Mr. Haym an (and given in extenso in the “ Old Countess 
of D esm ond” ) shows the transfer of Inchiquin from the F itzgeralds to the D e 
Clares, on M arch ist, 1286. T h e second is h ighly interesting as establishing the 
fact that Inchiquin Castle was in existence in 1322, in the same form as it now 
rem ains, viz., “ a round tower built of ston e.”  T he third Roll states the con­
tinued existence of the tower or castle, which was built, I think, most probably 
(continues Sainthill) by  M aurice F itzgerald , to whom the first Norm an owner of 
the land, F itzStephen, conveyed it. If the latter had erected it for the command 
of the country, it seems unlikely  that he would have parted with that portion of
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