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228 CORK H IST O R IC A L A N D  ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

A  Relic o f  Timoleague Abbey. I am glad to 
be able to supplem ent Mr. Franklin’s paper on 
Tim oleague Abbey with some information, which 
cannot fail to be of great interest to our Society. 
In  the paper referred to mention is made of a 
silver chalice, formerly used in the abbey, and at 
present in the possession of the parish priest of 
Tim oleague, and an account of its discovery is 
given. It cannot but delight my fellow-members 
to learn th at this is not the only relic in existence 
of the abbey’s former splendour, as another of 
its chalices is now the property of the Franciscan 
community, Liberty Street, Cork, which, through 
the courtesy of the present guardian, Very Rev. 
C. F. Begley, I have been privileged to see. 
It is of silver gilt, and very beautiful work
manship, and has the following inscription 
beneath  the stem  :— “ O rate pro anim abus Caroli 
Dale et Elizie Browne, Tim oleage.” T he tradition 
regarding it is to the effect that, at the suppres
sion of the abbey, one of the friars lived in dis
guise w ith a farmer, and at his death desired 
his vestm ents and chalice to be buried in the 
house, and to rem ain there until the friars 
returned  and the abbey w as restored to its 
original owners. A fter years had elapsed, the 
box, in which the articles w ere enclosed, w as 
discovered during some alterations which were 
being made, and, the tradition being rem em 
bered, the question arose, who w as entitled  to 
the ow nership ? T he Franciscan fathers in Cork 
naturally had the strongest claim, and, accord
ingly, the sacred vessel is now in their safe 
^keeping. It will be equally interesting for my

fellow-members to know that the sam e convent 
possesses no less than f o u r  chalices and one 
ciborium, formerly belonging to the old Francis
can abbey of Shandon, w hich is described on 
one of them  as being “ near ” C o rk ; one chalice 
of B uttevant Abbey, and one of Ardfert, all bear
ing corroborative inscriptions, and dating from the 
end of the sixteenth to the middle of the seven
teenth  century. They are in a state  of perfect 
preservation, and still used in the celebration of 
Mass. The convent library, in addition to  <sany 
rare and valuable tomes, also possesses" som e 
rem ains of the libraries of the abbeys ju s t m en
tioned. J o h n  P a u l  D a l t o n .
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