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devotion of the young O’Briens for Mr. Parnell. A chapter on “  Digging with 
Antiquaries ”  gives a grotesque picture of the archaeologist of the period and of his 
methods, though Shane Leslie’s comment is true neither of events in this book nor of 
recent scientific excavations : “  The clash of the antiquaries and excavators with the 
old-fashioned peasants is typical of modem Ireland, which has reluctantly surrendered 
haunted sites and giants graves to be inspected and desecrated by men of science.”  
There is no such clash in this book and in recent times there is greatest readiness on 
the part of the owner of an archaeological site to assist the examination of the site when 
he feels that the examination will be systematic and least when it is unbusiness-like. 
Scientific excavation is not desecration.

The whole story of Mary O’Brien’s youth at Lough Gur and at school at the convent 
in Bruff will be eagerly followed by every reader. The reader, however, that goes 
to the book in the hope of studying the social background and the folklore of the period 
will be disappointed. Such material there is, as already indicated, in plenty, but it 
is difficult to know to what extent it is part of Mary O’Brien’s story and to what extent 
it is inserted by the editoress. Did the O’Brien family really use in Irish the prayer of 
which a translation by Robin Flower is given on page 4 ? In view of the statement 
on page 108 (footnote) this seems unlikely. (One also remarks that the Irish phrase 
on that page is incorrectly translated). The superstitions and beliefs of the period are 
of great interest, but one feels wary of accepting them as presented here. The illustrations 
by Elizabeth Corsellis are attractive, but again there might have been a greater striving 
on the part of the artist to give accuracy in details. It is perhaps too much to 
expect that Miss Corsellis would visit Lough Gur to get the scenic details correct, but 
surely not too much to ask that the views of Irish farm-houses, external and internal, 
be true to actuality.

S. P. Ó R.

Sraid an M huilinn. A  History of its People, by its People, for its People. Part I.
Arranged and published by  Timothy Broker, Millstreet, Co. Cork. Price 2s. net.

This booklet (of 56 pages) is, perhaps, a sign of the times. Its compilation is a 
sign that one man is interested in the history of his locality ; its publication is an 
indication of the author’s optimistic outlook that many others are sufficiently interested 
to be readers of the information he has brought together. We sincerely hope Mr. 
Broker’s optimism is justified and we wish the booklet every success.

The sub-title is misleading. The booklet is not a “  history ”  of the parish ; it is, 
what is much more valuable, a survey of the archaeological remains in it : fulachta 
fiadh, megaliths, standing stones, holy wells, forts and souterrains, as well as some 
other finds and miscellaneous monuments.

A book of this kind must not be judged by the same standards as one by a 
recognised authority on history or archaeology. Its faults are obvious, but it is, 
nevertheless, a very useful compilation and of value not only to those who live in the 
Millstreet area but also to those caring for Irish archaeology, wherever they live. The 
specialist will find in it some items of interest, e.g., the note on the finding of a bronze 
axe in a fulacht fiadh at Baile naTona (p. 11). It is further of considerable value to have 
as it were a statistical summary of all the remains of antiquity in a particular area, 
especially since so many of the remains are not so outstanding as to be noticed in 
archaeological literature generally and belong to the less “  respectable ”  side of 
archaeology.

The townland names are given in Irish. This is excellent, but, when unaccompanied 
by the Ordnance Survey Map form, leads to  one inconvenience. The official map 
spelling of the name may be quite at variance with local pronunciation and philological 
accuracy, but it is the only one which the worker unacquainted with the district 
can use in order to find the name in the townland census or on the map. We therefore 
feel that the official names might have been inserted either in brackets under the 
Irish forms or as an addendum.

Booklets of this kind are frequent in France. The author may be the local teacher, 
abbé or local official, and they vary much in excellence, but almost all are of use because 
they are local in their treatment. It is to be hoped that we shall have more of such 
work in Ireland. We conclude this review by a quotation from a passage (refreshing, 
whether we agree with it or not) in Mr. Broker’s Foreword : “  I like parish history. 
It is the best antidote for, as it is the antithesis of the daily newspaper, the latter 
focussing all space on one small point of time and making, in my opinion, for ignorance 
and savagery, and the former focussing all time on one small point of space and making 
for knowledge and civilisation.”

S. P. Ó R.
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