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BIOGRAPHICAL SK ET C H ES. 199

biographical Sketches o f  bersons Remarkable 
in L o ca l History.

V I I I .— D R . JO H N  B A P T IS T  S L E Y N E , B ish o p  of  C o r k  a n d  C lo y n e , 1693— 1712.

S appears from the letters o f his 
appointment, he was a native of 
the diocese o f Cloyne— I suspect 
from the neighbourhood of Midle- 
ton. In the parish o f Temple- 

michael there is a 
townland called 
Ballym acsliney.
However, this is 
mere conjecture, 
but strengthened 
by the fact that 
in the list o f 
priests registered 
in 1703 he, on 
two occasions, is 
m e n tio n e d  as 
having conferred 
orders at Carrig- 
twohill, the only 
place outside the 
city o f Cork he 
is represented as 
having done so, 
except on one 
occasion in Blar
ney

There is no 
account I know 
of regarding his 
p a ren tag e  and 
education.

At the time of 
his appointment 
he was vicar-ca- 
pitularof Cloyne, 
also dean, and 
had the simple 
benefice o f the.
Priory (Augus- 
tinian) o f St.' Thom as the Martyr, at Ballybeg, 
Buttevant. This latter he retained on his eleva
tion to the episcopate. H e was nominated by 
King James II . to the united sees of Cork 
and Cloyne, being then fifty-four years o f age, 
master in theology, doctor o f Sorbonne, lector 
o f moral theology in the College de Propa

ganda Fide at Rome, and director o f the 
Ursuline nuns in that city. H e was pre- 
conized in the consistory o f the 9th o f March, 
1693, appointed on the 13th o f April, 1693, 
and consecrated in the church of the Irish

Franciscans, St. 
Isidore’s, Rome, 
on  th e  1 9 t h  
April, 1693. T he 
portrait which is 
here reproduced 
is a copy from a 
fine picture taken 
at the time, and 
preserved at St. 
I s id o r e ’s until 
1870, when it 
was brought to 
Dublin, and is 
now in the Fran
ciscan convent in 
that city. I be
lieve it to be the 
oldest portrait in 
existence of any 
Catholic bishop 
of Cork.

H e obtained 
the administra
tion o f the dio
cese o f Ross also 
at the nomina
t io n  o f  K i n g  
James on the
6th o f October, 
1693. H e suc
ceeded Dr. Peter 
Creagh, who was 
t r a n s l a t e d  to 
Dublin, and of

whom it is related that a witness was to swear 
against him in Cork ; the floor o f the court
house— the Queen’s Old Castle— gave way, 
killing the informer, and carrying into the 
cellars beneath all save the bishop and the
judge, who remained in their seats as if  in the
air, that o f the judge supported by an iron
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bar, and that o f the bishop by a beam ; and 
the judge declared that heaven itself acquitted 
the bishop.

That the bishop lived in troubled times we 
see by the Grand Jury records :—

1698. April 10th. Presented “ that P. 
“  Morrough, titular vicar-generall, and Dr. 
“  John Slyne, titular popish bishop of Cork, 
“  remain in this county contrary to the late 
“  A c t.”

1698. June 4th. John Slyne, titular bishop 
o f Cork, was sought after by the authorities 
as a person hurtful to thve Protestant interest.

1700. T h e Cork grand jury presented 
“  that John Slyne, titular bishop o f Cork, is 
“  still at large, and exercising ecclesiastical 
“  jurisdiction contrary to the late A ct.”

1701. August 13th. T h e Cork grand jury 
presented “  that John Slyne, titular bishop of 
“  Cork, remains still in this kingdom, exer- 
“  cising ecclesiastical jurisdiction contrary to 
“  the late A ct.”

Notwithstanding the action o f the grand 
jury, and the other authorities, we find Dr. 
Sleyne active in his d u ties; he ordained 
several priests, as we see from the above- 
mentioned list o f registered priests, and also 
in 1693 he consecrated Dr. Edward Comerford 
to the see o f Cashel, assisted by Dr. Robert 
Pierce, bishop o f Waterford.

On the 27th o f October, 1703, Dr. Sleyne 
wrote to the Propaganda announcing his ar
rival in Lisbon, where he had been exiled by 
the heretic magistrates o f Cork, after he had 
suffered many years in prison, and in places 
where he had been concealed to escape arrest. 
H e was destitute o f resources, and the Propa
ganda on June n th , 1703, sent him aid 
through the Nuncio.

In October, 1710, it was stated that news 
had arrived a few months ago of the death of 
the bishop of Cork, at the age o f about eighty 
years, in Portugal. B y letter, dated from 
Lisbon Decem ber 4th, 1707, Bishop Sleyne 
appointed Dr. Donatus M acCarthy to be 
his vicar-general for Cork and Cloyne, and 
Dr. John Kenneally to be vicar-general of 
Ross.

On the 22nd January, 1712, he signed a 
petition to have Donatus M acCarthy for 
coadjutor, with right o f future succession, 
and at the same time he resigned his see of 
Cork and Cloyne, and the administratorship 
o f Ross, into the hands o f his Holiness. T h e 
bishop dated from the Dominican Convent 
o f Buon Successo, near Lisbon. H e died 
on the 16th o f February, 1712, and was 
buried in the same convent of the Irish 
Dominicans.

J .  H u r l e y .
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